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ABOVE: Obies Megan McDonald ‘81, Dan Chaon 
(Delaney Associate Professor of Creative Writing), 
shmael Beah ‘04, Josh Neufeld ‘89, and Melissa Fay 


Greene '75 took part in an author panel in 
September as part of a campus celebration to kick 


££ 


Oberlin’s new fundraising campaign: Oberlin 
uminate. See story on page 5 
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"Why Oberlin?” is a question that applicants to the 
college must answer, along with submitting a 
personal essay. We've shared excerpts from each 


Mika Johnson ‘OO and Jeffrey Pence ‘88 were 
making a film based on Franz Kafka's story of a 
European teenager traveling in America when 
they found something they didnt realize they 
were looking for 


yr) 


Oberlin (the book) is creating a buzz among 
alumni. And while some recognize themselves, 


others recognize the spirit of their own experience 


Forty years ago, Title IX sought to level thi 
playing field by mandating equal athletic 
opportunities for men and women. Was Oberlin 


ahead of the game? 
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JOHN SEYFR 


KEEPING OBERLIN HEALTHY 


he participation of girls and women in sports and physical fitness has changed 
dramatically since my childhood and since Phillips Gymnasium opened in 1971. 
As I watch Oberlin’s women student-athletes (and even my young daughter) 
compete, I marvel at the opportunities that exist nowadays. 
Indeed, many of us who were not varsity athletes have discovered the positive 
benefits of exercise and fitness, including stress reduction and greater energy. At 
Oberlin, these trends—the inclusion of women and the greater participation of faculty, stu- 
have significantly increased the 


dents, and staff in exercising the body as well as the mind 
demand on campus for programs and facilities. 

On the weekend of September 21-22, we launched Oberlin Illuminate: A Campaign for College 
and Conservatory. As part of this comprehensive campaign, we are asking our alumni and 
friends to support activities such as health, wellness, and athletics. As our website and this pub- 
lication note, we are setting an ambitious but reachable goal of $250 million, making this the 
largest campaign in Oberlin’s history. 

In keeping with Oberlin’s tradition of providing education to all regardless of background, 
our single highest priority is support for strengthening Oberlin’s historic commitment to access 
and inclusion. Other top priorities are: bolstering our outstanding faculty by increasing the 
number of endowed professorships; creating a distinctive 21st-century curriculum that includes 
cocurricular innovation and alumni mentoring; and building on Oberlin’s internationalism 
and spirit of pioneering social activism by reinventing our college and town as a global model 
of thriving, post-carbon economic development centered on education and the arts. 

All these priorities will further Oberlin’s standing as the only liberal arts college with an 
internationally renowned conservatory of music and one of America’s top college art museums. 

Oberlin Illuminate is off to a strong start. I am also encouraged by the growth in support for 
the alumni fund in recent years. This is critical to maintaining the quality of Oberlin’s opera- 
tions, particularly in what continue to be economically challenging times. 

We will be holding some wonderful campaign events in the coming months in New York, 
Washington, DC, and other major cities across the country. We look forward to seeing as many 
of you as possible at these events. Be sure to invite your fellow members of the Oberlin family, 
as well as friends of Oberlin. 

[ask that all of you express your commitment to Oberlin’s mission and future by participat- 
ing in this important campaign. As always, I am eager to hear from you and to see you. As we 
begin our sixth year together, I congratulate all of you on your role in sustaining this magnifi- 
cent institution, and thank you for your ongoing support and efforts. 


MARVIN KrIsLov 
President, Oberlin College 


THE ARTS AT OBERLIN 
THIS FALL AND WINTER 


November 7-11 
Oberlin Opera 
Il Mondo della Luna 


December 6-9 
Oberlin Theater 
Man of La Mancha 


January 15-19 
The Oberlin Conservatory in New York 
2013 Illumination Tour 


February 5 

Artist Recital Series 

Steven Isserlis ‘80, cello 
and Jeremy Denk ‘90, piano 


February 5 

Convocation 

Kwame Anthony Appiah and 
Johnnetta Cole ‘57 


February 7-9 
Oberlin Theater 
Lucia Mad 


February 8 
Artist Recital Series 
The Cleveland Orchestra 


Details and ticket information can be found 
at www.oberlin.edu/artsguide. 


KEEPING THE CHANGE 


hen I saw the cover story (“Oberlin Civil 

Rights Stories”) of the summer issue, I 
had to read it right away. It was a well-written 
and researched article of some great days, ones I 
still cherish, as I did my internship as a campus 
minister at Oberlin while earning my master’s 
degree at the Graduate School of Theology (glad 
to see you included that school’s involvement). 
When I get discouraged at the sometimes lack of 
social justice advocacy among the college 
students I now teach, I am reminded of students 
at Oberlin in the °60s—the many who felt that 
life was about more than getting a job. There 
were many stories of hope and change that will 
never be told but whose impact continues today. 
I cherish Oberlin College as a place that actually 
believed young people could change the world. 


JOHN MorGan MA ’66 
Reading, Pa. 


OLD SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS 


appreciate Jackie Bradley Hughes’ remarks 
it about communication changes at Oberlin 
(“Inside the Alumni Association” ). I was 
reminded of a related experience at my recent 
25th reunion, where I was startled to discover 
the absence of both pay phones in town as well 
as phones in dorm rooms. As someone who left 
her heart back in the ’80s, I was challenged when 
I needed to make a call. A big thank you to the 
artisan at Tansu who allowed me to use his cell 
phone. His kindness and warmth exemplified 
Oberlin’s true community spirit. 


Eva SCHLESINGER 87 
Berkeley, Calif. 
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I was sad to read of the death of [children’s 
author] Donald J. Sobol ’48 in the New York 
Times in July. We were both in Professor “Bunny” 
Singleton’s creative writing seminar. The course 
was a delight, and after all these years, I still 
remember it as my favorite class of my entire 
college career. One reason it stuck in my mind 
was a short story Don Sobol had written as an 
assignment. The hero of this story was a 
singularly talented baseball pitcher. No one 
could connect to the balls he threw. He achieved 
world fame, and no one guessed that the secret 
of his success lay in the fact that he had six 
fingers on his throwing hand. At the end of the 
story Don pictured his hero standing in a 
restaurant with a group of friends. Fingers 
spread out, and resolutely holding up his hand, 
he told the maitre d’: “Six please!” After all these 
years I am still enchanted by the clever innova- 
tion and have often thought about that class, 
Bunny Singleton, and Don Sobol. Probably there 
isn’t another person in the world who remem- 
bers the story. As I worked my way through the 
rest of the New York Times that day I could 
hardly believe my eyes when in the Books on 
Science section I spotted an X-ray picture of a 
six-fingered hand! Was this a bizarre coinci- 
dence, or is Don Sobol still working somewhere 
beyond our world?! 


NicoLte EMMERICH TEWELES 47 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


NO NUCLEAR OPTION 


hough I was initially eager to see nuclear 

power addressed (“Speaking Truth to 
Nuclear Power”), I was disappointed by some 
key omissions. How can safe designs exist for 
highly toxic, radioactive waste with a half-life of 
4.5 billion years? The best available storage 
methods contain waste for ~100 years, and what 
then? The next 10,000 generations inherit a toxic 
legacy vulnerable to terrorist attacks, earth- 
quakes, flooding, etc., as a result of our short- 
term energy production. I am thoroughly 
convinced that nuclear energy is not a viable 
option for the preservation of life on earth. 


Reduction in energy consumption is. 


SARA ENNIS 00 
Portland, Ore. 


I n his letter (fall 2011), David Marwil worries 
that Oberlin’s striving for diversity “has 
become an ethic to which education is subservi- 
ent.” I can tell him to relax. Oberlin is all but 
unknown in North Central Texas, so when I 
signed on as an alumni recruiting network 
representative, I knew I would need more than 
enthusiasm to recruit high school seniors. I spent 
three days at Oberlin auditing classes and 
interviewing students (I’m a journalist). I found 
the levels of instruction and student engagement 
to be as high or higher than in the golden days of 
1960 to 1964. The 18 students I talked with had 
sharp appetites for learning and at least service- 
able skills in rational discourse. They were also 
full of what Texans call “piss and vinegar.” Three 
of them were so blazingly brilliant that they were 
a little scary. As for Oberlin’s striving for diversity, 
by which I think Marwil means working to 
attract qualified applicants of every kind, color, 
quirk, and economic condition —well, Oberlin is 
preparing for its future. Population projections 
for 2050 describe a country in which WASPs like 
me will be a declining minority. And if Oberlin 
intends to sustain and extend its intimate 
connections with the wider world, it must attract 
more students from many more countries than it 
now does—not to mention from places as 
distant and strange as Texas. My reporter’s 
curiosity satisfied, nowadays when I go to college 
fairs, | stand up on my cafeteria table, waving the 
“Year in the Life of Oberlin College” poster and 
crying, “Hey, kids! Who wants a real and lasting 
education? Who wants to live with people who 
are as smart as you are—and some a lot smarter? 
Who wants to make the world a better place to 
live in? Who wants to be an Obie?” I don’t just 
immediately mention spending four years in a 
19th-century Ohio village with cold, wet winters. 


SAMUEL Hupson II 64 
Fort Worth, Texas 


Oberlin Alumni Magazine welcomes comments 
from readers. Please address your letters to: 
Oberlin Alumni Magazine, 247 W. Lorain St., Suite C, 
Oberlin, OH 44074-1089; phone: 440.775.8182; 

or e-mail: alum.mag@oberlin.edu, 


Letters may be edited for clarity and space 
Additional letters may appear on OAM's website 


at www.oberlin.edu/oam 


ore than 200 alumni representing 65 class years 
joined current and emeriti faculty members in 
June to recreate the experience of making, talking 
about, and enjoying music at the first-ever 
Conservatory Reunion & Celebration. 

The weekend’s performances ranged from the 


a range that sometimes occurred within a 


sublime to the silly 
performance. The Alumni Reunion Recital on Friday included the 


posthumous presentation of the Distinguished Achievement Award to 
Moses Hogan ’79, one of the most celebrated contemporary directors 
and arrangers of spiritual music. Until his death in 2003, Hogan 
created dozens of original arrangements of classic spirituals and 
formed several choirs that performed them with new vitality. 
Accepting the award was his sister, Ava Hogan-Chapman. 

A highlight of the reunion was a Saturday evening cabaret perfor- 
mance by thrice-Tony-nominated Obie winner Judy Kuhn ’81 and 
Grammy and Emmy nominee Seth Rudetsky ’88 (pictured), featuring 
songs from Kuhn’s vast repertoire of Broadway shows. 

The reunion took a turn toward the silly on Saturday night with the 
resurrection of Mock Student Recital. Cohosted by Rudetsky and 
George Preston ’82, program host and producer for 98.7 WEMT in 
Chicago, the evening featured stories, songs, and skits, including a 


parody of a Baroque aria to the children’s poem “Old Mother Hubbard” 


(“Sounds weird, but it was totally hilarious,” according to an audience 
member). An alumna sang the “Queen of the Night” aria from The 
Magic Flute, turning into a chicken as she sang (“You kind of had to be 
there”). Preston, Carol Silverman-Kurtz 82, and Alyson Cambridge ’02 
performed a Preston-penned parody titled “I’m Just an Obie, Baby.” e 


PICTURES AND QUOTES FROM THE WEEKEND CAN BE FOUND AT 
OCREUNIONBLOG.TUMBLR.COM 


NEWS 


a Oberlin College has received a four-star rating from Charity Navigator, 


the nation’s largest independent charity evaluator, for four consecutive 
years, something only 6 percent of the charities they rate have done. 


m The redesigned Oberlin Alumni Magazine has been recognized with two 


awards from its peers. It earned a bronze award for magazine publishing 
improvement from the Council for the Advancement and Support of 
Education (CASE). The spring 2012 issue won an Award of Excellence 
from the University and College Designers Association (UCDA). 

The Supreme Court of the United States was scheduled to hear 
arguments in Fisher vs. University of Texas at Austin in October. At 
issue is whether this court’s decisions interpreting the Equal 
Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment permit the use of race in 
undergraduate admissions decisions. Oberlin joined three dozen 
highly selective colleges and universities in an amicus brief that 
supports the need for race-conscious measures in the admissions 
process, based on these institutions’ compelling educational interest 
in enrolling a broadly diverse student body. e 


A RIE TI 


berlin Illuminate: A Campaign for College & 
Conservatory, a seven-year fundraising and engage- 
ment effort aiming to raise $250 million, kicked off its 
public phase September 20 with four days of special 
events designed to celebrate Oberlin and represent the 
campaign’s broad range of initiatives. 

The goals of the campaign are to broaden access to an Oberlin 
education, strengthen the campus community, enrich the academic 
program, provide meaningful opportunities for alumni engagement, 
make Oberlin more competitive, and better position students for 
success after they graduate. 

Filmmaker Jonathan Demme and actress Rhea Pearlman (at 
right) both Oberlin parents— joined in the celebration of the Apollo 
Theatre’s renovation as a community theater and its rebirth into a 
state-of-the-art home base for the college’s Cinema Studies Program. 

Ben & Jerry’s cofounder Jerry Greenfield ’73 joined Oberlin trustees 
in dishing out about a thousand scoops of ice cream that he donated 
for a town-gown ice cream social (above, center). Oberlin alums Rick 
Black ’73 and Robin Silverblatt Black ’72 were recognized for their 
financial support of renovations to the geology labs, named in honor 
of former faculty members James Powell and Norman Grant. 

Other campaign kickoff events included an Oberlin Orchestra 
concert in Finney Chapel (see back cover of OAM); illumination in 
Tappan Square; a panel discussion with four of Oberlin’s MacArthur 


fellow Ralf Hotchkiss ’69, Richard Lenski ’77, Diane Meier ’73, and 
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Thylias Moss 81; a conversation with alumni authors Ishmael Beah 


04, Melissa Fay Greene ’75, James McBride ’79, Megan McDonald ’81, 


and Josh Neufeld ’89 (see photo, page 1); and alumni film screenings 
at the Apollo, including All the President’s Men, whose screenplay was 
written by William Goldman ’52. 

During the early phase of the campaign, more than $143.1 million 
was raised, or 57 percent of the goal. Oberlin Illuminate is scheduled to 
conclude June 30, 2016. @ 

FOR AN ONLINE PHOTO ALBUM OF HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE WEEKEND, VISIT OBERLIN.EDU 
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AROUND TAPPAN SQUARE 


NOTEWORTHY 


avid Orr, the Paul Sears Distinguished Professor of 

Environmental Studies and Politics, received the Visionary 

Leadership Award for his pioneering efforts in the field of 

sustainability at the American College and University 

Presidents’ Climate Commitment Climate Leadership 

Summit held at American University on June 21 and 22. 
Also in June, the editor in chief of Sierra magazine, a bimonthly 
magazine published by the Sierra Club, came to Oberlin —“what may 
be the epicenter of America’s economic, educational, and environmental 
salvation” —to meet Orr. The resulting profile, “The Wizard of Oberlin,” 
appears in the publication’s September/October 2012 issue. @ 


In commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, the 
Oberlin College Archives partnered with the Oberlin Heritage Center in 
2011-2012 to build “Oberlin and the Civil War,’ a digital collection of 
Civil War-era materials in the Oberlin College Archives. The project was 
published in June but will continue to grow during the Civil War 
sesquicentennial years ahead. @ 


VISIT THE ARCHIVE AT OBERLIN EDU/LIBRARY/DIGITAL/CIVILWAR 


Tita Reed, the city of Oberlin’s economic development and housing 
director, was named the college’s special assistant to the president for 
community and government relations. She replaces Sandra Hodge, 
who retired. @ 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON STORIES FEATURED IN AROUND TAPPAN 


SQUARE, VISIT OBERLIN.EDU/OAM 


The Huffington Post has named Oberlin 
second among its -10 Most Hipster 
Colleges of 2012." "Famous for its 
progressive politics and quirky student 
body, Oberlin doesn't disappoint if youre 
looking for a student body that takes the 
idea of hip so far it nearly becomes 
unrecognizable, states its Oberlin entry. 
‘And while most liberal arts schools have 
their fair share of characters in the 
student body, Oberlin’s hipster bona fides 
go Deyond people's clothes: its list of 
student organizations includes a bike 
CO-op, a slow food group, and a quidditch 
league.” The entry also gives props to 
the co-ops as an alternative to 
fraternities and sororities. e 


ILLUSTRATION BY NADYA PRIMAK '13 


Theorist David Halperin ’73 and 
author Joey Mogul ’92 are among 
the speakers taking part in “Year 
of the Queer,” an interdisciplinary 
series of academic courses, 
speakers, performances, and social 
events organized to inspire and 
support a campus- and commu- YEAR OF THE QUEER 
nity-wide conversation about 

queer life today. @ 


FOR A FULL SCHEDULE AND MORE INFORMATION, SEE OBERLIN.EDU/YOQUEER 


NEW BOOK TAKES A SHINE TO RUST BELT 
LIV COMBE 12 


t was last May when Associate 

Professor Anne Trubek ’88, a 

writer living in Cleveland, 

suddenly found that her 
blue-collar city was turn- 
ing trendy. 

“There’s this silent migration 
of young, hipster types priced out 
of the larger cities who are find- 
ing that it’s kind of cool—the 
blue-collar Rust Belt aesthetic 


The Cleveland "# 
Anthology ~=- 


and culture,” says Trubek, who 


teaches English and rhetoric and 
composition at Oberlin. by Richey Piiparine 
& Anne ,Trubek ~ eae 


edited 


She wasn’t the only one who 
noticed. The population surge 
of young people downtown began getting press nationwide—in Salon, 
Huffington Post, and on NPR—and Trubek knew she needed to act, and 
fast. “I had this panicked feeling that the national media would be talk- 
ing about this town when we [Clevelanders] could talk about it better 
than anyone. So I had this idea—let’s quickly create something that 
puts our stamp on what’s going on in this town.” 

Trubek and fellow Cleveland writer Richey Piiparinen decided on a 
book—an anthology of essays written by Clevelanders anxious to tell 
their own stories about life in the city. Within weeks of a call for submis- 
sions, the pair had pieces from more than 50 contributors— Cleveland 
natives and transplants alike. 

Rust Belt Chic: A Cleveland Anthology was released in September 
(with an expanded online edition) and includes several Oberlin essay- 
ists: Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences Sean Decatur, who wrote 
about his childhood in Cleveland; Denise Grollmus ’03, a former staff 
writer for Cleveland Scene who described growing up in Cleveland’s 
punk rock scene; Jim Rokakis ’77, who discussed becoming the young- 
est member ever elected to Cleveland City Council; and Elizabeth 
Weinstein 02, who wrote about pioneering Cleveland rock critic Jane 
Scott. Jesse Miller ’10 is the book’s designer. 

“How did we manage to pull off this lark? The community made it 
happen,” said Trubek in an interview with the Cleveland e-magazine 
Fresh Water. “The result is not pretty or shiny, but it is beautiful. It’s a 
book about Cleveland after all.” 

Her hopes for the book are simple: “That we can start to tell a new 
story about Cleveland. That’s really it.” 

And if they sell as many copies as they print, that wouldn’t hurt, 
either. @ 


A LONGER VERSION OF THIS STORY IS AVAILABLE AT OBERLIN EDU/OAM 
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“THE RESULT IS NOT 
PRETTY OR SHINY, BUT IT 
IS BEAUTIFUL. IT'SA 
BOOK ABOUT CLEVELAND 
AFTER ALL." 


— ANNE TRUBEK '88 


Kazim Ali, associate professor of creative writing and comparative 
literature at Oberlin and a poet whose work has been featured in Best 
American Poetry and the American Poetry Review, was one of five poets 
selected to compete in Poetry Games, a contest on NPR’s Morning 
Edition radio program. The contest, which coincided with the 2012 
Summer Olympics, was intended to revive the ancient tradition of 
including the arts in such competitions. Ali’s submission, “The Wrestler,” 
was inspired by the Greek mythological story of Meleager and Atalanta. @ 


ET JOURNAL COLUMN 


First-year student Julian Ring is writing a monthly column for the Wall 
Street Journal’s online college edition. A number of students around the 
country take turns writing the column, which is called Freshman Journal. @ 


ROUND HOUSE KICK 


Grammy-nominated harpist and 
Oberlin assistant harp professor 
Yolanda Kondonassis knows that you 
cannot tell a child to recycle without 
being asked, “Why?" So she went in 
search of a children's book that 
offered a clear, concise answer to that 
and other questions related to environmental steward- 
ship. When she couldn't find one, she did what any 
multitalented, multitasking mother, performer, record- 
ing artist, and conservatory faculty member would: She 
wrote her own. Our House is Round: A Kid's Book About 
Why Protecting Our Earth Matters (Better World Kids 
Books, 2012), illustrated by Joan Brush, is available 
through Www.ourhouseisroundonline.com. e 
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Brick Church 2013 ILLUMINATION TOUR | JANUARY 15-19 


Carnegié Hall 


Me Rizaye/Club Coca-Cola 


DiMenna Center 


“<.. a stellar performance.” — New York Times 
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“Emma Straub is a magician, full of brilliance and surprise.” 
—LORRIE MOORE 


LAURA LAMONT’S LIFE IN PICTURES 
EMMA STRAUB ‘02 / RIVERHEAD BOOKS, 2012 


Emma Straub’'s first novel (and second book of 2012) paints vivid, 
highly convincing portraits of two different worlds: a family-run 
regional summer theater in the small Wisconsin town where the title 
character grows up, and the seemingly glamorous environs of 
20th-century Hollywood, to which she flees at her first opportunity. 
Straub embues both worlds with such distinctive, finely observed 
features, it’s easy to see why Laura Lamont might think she could 
forget these are two parts of the same world. But Straub’s theme 
transcends Laura's world: It's not just those born in the theater who 
eventually must sort their identities from their inventions. 
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Frank Reade; Adventures in 
the Age of Invention 


PAUL GUINAN AND ANINA BENNETT ‘86 
ABRAMS, 2012 


Biographies of real-life figures like 
Thomas Edison used to get dime 
store novel treatment in the 
heyday of that form. Guinan and 
Bennett have flipped the equation 
and taken a pulp fiction character, 
the adventure-loving inventor 
Frank Reade, and given him a real 
life. They remix all sorts of 
appropriated and imagined bits of 
fact and fiction into a mechanical- 
ly-minded fantasy world familiar to 
fans of their first book, Boilerplate. 
Call it dubstep steampunk. 


The Festival of Earthly Delights 


MATT DOJNY ‘93 
DZANC BOOKS, 2012 


The narrator of this stranger-in-a- 
stranger-land story finds himself in 
a place where a wink can mean 
anything from “You're fired” to "I 
want to kiss you," and what gets 
lost in translation—and in 
transition—propels this novel. 
Inspired by Dojny's post-Oberlin trip 
to Thailand, the book is presented 
as letters home from the fictional 
Puchai and includes quirky small 
drawings along the way (a la 
Breakfast of Champions). 


GEOFFREY ©. § 
WARD i 


A Disposition to Be Rich: 

How a Small-Town Pastor's Son 
Ruined an American President, 
Brought on a Wall Street Crash, 
and Made Himself the Best-Hated 
Man in the United States 


GEOFFREY C. WARD ‘62 
ALFRED A. KNOPF, 2012 


Geoffrey C. Ward has written more 
than a dozen highly regarded books 
(Sometimes with director Ken Burns, 
on whose films Ward has often 
collaborated) on subjects ranging 
from baseball to jazz, from the Civil 
War to WWII. In his latest, he finds 
his story awfully close to home, 
awfully. Ferdinand Ward was a Wall 
Street swindler who bilked former 
president Ulysses S. Grant (and 
many others), out of millions of 
dollars and continued his ne’er-do- 
well ways even after serving time 
for it. He was also the author's 
great-grandfather. 


THE 


PRESIDENTS 
CLUB 


INSIDE THE WORLD'S 


The Presidents Club 


NANCY GIBBS AND MICHAEL DUFFY ‘80 
SIMON & SCHUSTER, 2012 


Presidents and former presidents 
are a bit like the Beatles: They have 
a lot in common with each other, 
and not a lot in common with the 
rest of us. Duffy and his coauthor, 
both editors at Time magazine, 
share their fascination with this 
exclusivity, and with the fact that 
there's a pretty good chance the 
person best qualified to give advice 
about the job might be the one you 
took it from. 
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PERSPECTIVES 


illions of young Americans have embraced the 
political Internet. Their devotion to it began in 
2008, when the Obama team stocked its cam- 
paign website with an unprecedented array of 
gadgets and gizmos. Visitors could do every- 
thing from create their own interface (myBO) 
to buy an Obama sticker for their MacBook. The trend has since 
continued, with young people taking the lead in terms of liking 
candidates on Facebook and tweeting about political causes. 

The “born digital” generation’s exuberance and near obsessive 
use of online tools leaves many with the impression that the polit- 
ical Internet is primarily a young person’s game, best suited for 
hipsters with a savvy sense of the technological. But in reality, the 
political Internet has something to offer to voters of every age and 
level of online sophistication. Candidate websites, for exam- 
ple—those relatively easy-to-use sites posted by candidates for 
nearly every office, from dog-catcher to president—have certain 


BY MICHAEL PARKIN 


features that make them worthy of a look before election day. 

To begin with, these sites can be useful sources of information. 
Granted, campaigns do carefully craft the messages that are posted 
online, but discerning voters can find something online to supple- 
ment their normal diet of 30-second campaign ads or sound bites 
from the evening news. A quick glance at MittRomney.com, for 
example, offers specific details about Social Security reform, energy 
exploration, trade policies, and even some of his tax returns. In fact, 
these websites tend to include virtually everything that goes into a 
campaign, from biographies and policy statements to TV ads and 
stump speeches; consider them a one-stop shop for almost every- 
thing you'd like to know about the candidate. These sites are particu- 
larly useful for researching candidates who don’t receive much media 
exposure; those at the congressional level and below typically don't 
run TV ads and are generally ignored by the mainstream press. 

Campaign websites also offer an unmediated look at the candi- 
date. Most of what we know about candidates and campaigns is 
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filtered through the media, which can create subtle and sometimes 
undetected bias and distortion. A candidate website, however, lets 
voters connect directly with the candidate’s message —a message 
that is not abbreviated, parsed, or taken out of context. Interpreting 
that message is up to the voter. It can be quite liberating to explore 
a candidate’s website in the comfort and solitude of one’s own sur- 
roundings, and then ask oneself: Do these policies actually make 
sense? Will they work? Is this person genuine? While there is value 
in hearing what commentators and pundits think, candidate web- 
sites offer a rare opportunity for intellectual voters to engage with 
a candidate one-on-one and form an independent assessment. 

Finally, candidate websites often provide opportunities for voter 
involvement and interaction. Campaign communications tradi- 
tionally run one way: the candidate expresses a message that the 
media passes along to voters. Campaigns have recently flipped the 
script on this, providing websites through which visitors can express 
themselves and share ideas with the campaign and other voters. 
BarackObama.com is perhaps one of the most interactive campaign 
sites to date. Visitors are encouraged to “Get Involved” by creating a 

“Dashboard” that allows them to connect with nearby volunteers 
and “join in the national conversation with campaign leadership 
and local supporters alike.” Some sites are more accommodating 
and accessible than others, and some visitors’ comments are more 
useful than others; but these sites do offer a way for voters to get 
involved with the electoral process, which is critical in a demo- 
cratic society. 

None of this is to say that campaign websites are the greatest 
campaign tool ever invented or that voters should abandon their 
regular sources of information, but more that these sites have the 
potential to offer benefits that can be overlooked — benefits that 
are not just for hip young people with a natural proclivity for all 
things Internet. 


MICHAEL PARKIN IS AN ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF POLITICS AT OBERLIN. 
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In second grade at my Jewish day 
school, I learned to say the Shma 
before I went to bed. I wasn’t yet 
fluent in Hebrew, so I didn’t really 
understand what I was saying. I 
decided that just to make sure I 
covered everything, I would add 
my own English prayers to my 
nightly routine. By prayers, I real- 
ly mean requests. That is why 
they all started with please. 

I had an 
unwavering faith in a higher pow- 


I was dependent. 


er, and I was somewhat unsure of 
the future. G - d had forever been a 
constant in my life, a given that 
fostered a sense of entitlement. My 
spiritual comfort perpetuated a 
lack of appreciation; I routinely 
asked for more. 

Slowly but surely, I weaned 
myself from this nightly routine 
over my years spent at a public high 
school. I was no longer reminded 
daily of my religion. The onus rest- 
ed on me to preserve my relation- 
ship with G -d, and to define how I 
would choose to do this. Now when 
I do remember to say anything at 
night, it’s not please, but thank you. 

—SARAH GOLDSTONE 


FRESH MEADOWS, N.Y 
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How does a border create a country? 
| have been asking this question since 
I was 8 years old, when I got my favor- 
ite Christmas gift ever—a globe. It 
was a beautiful thing—silvery gray- 
blue and so perfectly spherical, as the 
Earth must appear from deep space. 
It fascinated me immediately. As I 
studied it, I realized at age 8 how vast 
the world was, with so many differ- 
ent countries, oceans, jungles, des- 
erts, mountains, and plains.... As 
the months went by, I continued to 


study my globe more intently; differ- 


ent nations began to interest me. 
How had these borders come to be? 
How long had they been like that? 
My love of history and geography 
began with that globe — which I still 
have, along with a few others. 
Another gift— The Oxford Atlas 
of World History 
for my 10th birthday, began to pro- 
vide answers to many questions my 


which I received 


globe raised. It immediately became 
my favorite pastime to study how 
the changing borders between coun- 
tries, from those of Ancient Greece 


to the boundary settlements of 
World War I and II, had shaped the 
paths of so many people's lives. The 
demarcations changed when empires 
rose and fell, tribes settled new lands, 
and wars were won and lost. The his- 
tory of political boundaries was the 
history of power, control, and the 
course of humanity. By studying 
them, I was also able to grasp that a 
nation is not only a political entity, 
but also a collection of peoples, and 
the borders of any nation only dem- 
onstrate where it has had its influ- 


ence, culture, and traditions. The 
Oxford Atlas of World History sug- 
gested that much human struggle 
was about the need (or greed) for 
land and resources, but was often 
justified by abstract principles of 
religion, philosophy, nationalism, 
historical entitlement, or destiny. | 
have already worn out two copies of 
this wonderful book and am now 
on my third. 


—SEAN PARA NEWYORK, NY. 


» By now, the 726 members of the incoming Class of 2016 have moved into 
‘ their dorm rooms, set up their electronics, signed up for classes, rented 


original art from the Allen Memorial Art Museum, begun lifelong 
friendships, and taken their first step toward becoming Oberlin alumni. 

Before all that, though, they had to get in. Applicants to the college must 
write an essay and also answer the question, “Why Oberlin?” The Oberlin 
Alumni Magazine selected an essay and excerpts from their responses to 
give you a glimpse of the Class of 2016. 


ight, when he believes us all to be sleeping, he will 
: low and soundless, the strange noise, winding 
ipping through the softness of the house—sud- 
denly high like buzzing—suddenly rumbling like an 
earthquake — he is singing Chinese opera. 

Or in the car, when we are talking about what will 
come —me leaving for college, how he left when he was 
16 with nothing but spare change in his sweaty 
palms—or how every morning as a child he would 
walk the shoddy dirt paths winding through the yellow 
of wheat fields —then stop and wonder about the huge 
expanse of blue sky that melted into a horizon so far 
away for him. Where? he asked. Where is the end of it? 

He is the man who looked at the fear spiking his 
blood in that endless overpass of blue sky and still said, 
“I will chase the end.” Who packed up his home, family, 

in his pocket to fly across an ocean. Who took me as a 
child to see the burning, the desperate explosion of 
autumn, the crimson and the sunset oranges and the 
crumbling brown of earth of October and told me, 
pointing, this is beautiful. Who took me camping at 
night, away from the blinding scorch of suburban lights, 
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into the dampness and darkness and the smell of water 
of woodland to look at constellations. There. He would 
say, eyes trailing the blinking lights like an ocean, There, 
is what you want. 

He is the man who looked at my 7-year-old doodles 
and clapped his hands, he is the man who looked at my 
paintings and framed them around the house, he is the 
man who sat at the table with the pencil hard in his 
hands showing me the beauty of intellect, he is the man 
who smiled and laughed so hard that I grew up to the 
sound of happiness—until I smiled and laughed as 
easily as he did, he is the man who stood there in the 
haze of warm kitchen lights, listening to me tell him 
that I want to write, I want to spend the rest of my life 
writing, and looked at me with the same stony look of 
the cruel sky, and nodded. 

He is the man who threw his arms out to what we 
cannot hold in our hands, the shades of color in this 
world, the waning of our lives, the necessity of leaving 
and said, “You must find passion, if anything. You must 


live with that.” 


—DANYANG FANG NAPERVILLE, ILL 
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FOR Till OBERLIN 
FILMMAKING TEAM, 
FINDING AMERIKA 
WAS ANYTHING BUT 
KAFKAESQUE. 


Discovering Amerika 
While creating a film 
based on a Franz Kafka 
story of a European 
teenager traveling 
America, Mika 

Johnson ‘00 and Jeffrey 
Pence ‘88 found 


themselves on their own 


yurney 
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hen Mika Johnson ’00 and Jeffrey 
Pence ’88 set out to make a film 
adaptation of Franz Kafka’s novel 


Amerika, they stumbled across something equal- 
ly interesting to them: Americans. 

That’s when the pair began a project they called 
The Amerikans, a web-based documentary series 
featuring the real-life characters they encountered 
during the creation of the feature film. 

A native of nearby Amherst, Ohio, Johnson 
majored in religious studies at Oberlin and 
went on to study cinema and live abroad in 
Europe and Japan for several years. In 2008, his 
script for the film Amerika: A Notebook in Three 
Parts was a semifinalist in the Sundance Film 
Institute’s Screenwriters Lab competition. He is 
also the film’s director. 

The documentary series that grew out of that 
project is a new model of independent, sustain- 
able filmmaking that invites its participants into 
the creative process. The Amerikans highlights 
individuals (most from Lorain County) with var- 


ied personalities and life stories: a napkin collec 


tor, a Vietnam veteran, a hairstylist and drag 
queen, and a young boy fascinated with flight 
and space exploration. Each episode allows its 
star to define and share his or her imagination. 


“There are people who think they don't have 


a story to tell, and we say, ‘No, really, you do, 


says Pence, an associate professor at Oberlin 
and cofounder of the Cinema Studies Program. 
“We can tell these stories, but it involves laying 
the groundwork over a long period of time, 


building trust, and developing a relationship 


Forest and Trees 

The Art+Practice film crew 
stayed close to home for 
much of their test filming 
Here, they map out a 
scene at Edison Woods in 
Vermilion, Ohio 


with a person. It’s their story. They wear what 
they want to wear, they say what they want to 
say, they film in places they want to be in.” 

Johnson connected with Pence, then direc- 
tor of cinema studies, through Professor of 
Russian Tim Scholl, whom he cast to play a 
role in the feature film. In 2010, Johnson and 
Pence, now the film’s producer, recruited Oberlin 
students to start shooting test footage for the 
feature as a winter-term project. (The majority 
of the film has been or will be shot in Ohio, 
with some scenes in other parts of the country, 
as well as Japan. ) 

One student, Micha Hilliard °11, a cinema 
studies major from Zurich, Switzerland, became 
integral to the project and is part of what is now 
a multigenerational triad of alumni filmmakers 
working together. Besides serving as cinematog- 
rapher on Amerika and Amerikans, Hilliard also 
makes short documentaries about international 
humanitarian efforts from India to Rwanda. 

In 2011, Johnson and Pence made their col- 
laboration official by forming their production 
company, Art+Practice, a venture they describe 
as sustainable, independent cinema. Both the 
feature and documentary projects have been 
developed through cooperative partnerships 


that enable media consumers to become pro- 


ducers, while minimizing the waste and excess 
of conventional filmmaking. 

While doing test footage and working to 
raise funds for the film, Johnson, Pence, and 
Hilliard came across intriguing people who 
were eager to contribute. “Things were going 
really strong... but then the world economy 
tanked, and fundraising became difficult,” says 
Pence. “We decided, ‘Why stop?’ We realized 
we had all these people who were interesting. 
So we started making films about these people. 
The initial few still had a role to play in the fea- 
ture. That’s why it was The Amerikans—these 
were people who were going to play a role in 
the film. Then gradually, we met more people 
who became involved along the way.” 

An important aspect of the filmmakers’ 
model is that participants hold a screening for 
their family and friends, even if it’s in their 
own living room, to talk about what the docu- 
mentary meant for them. 

“Another reason I like to think this is a new 
model is the idea that you can use filmmaking 


to build relationships and form communities,” 


Johnson says. “Everyone gets involved. The par- 
ticipants get to edit and coauthor; they become 
cocreators. Then they also have a screening, which 
can be in their living room, a town hall, a movie 
theater, or anywhere they choose. That, in effect, 
becomes its own community.” 

The filmmakers have discussions and make 
audio recordings with the episode’s stars before 
turning on a camera, and they work together to 
creative a narrative. In episode No. 7, “Napkin 
Tales,” Amherst resident Ethel Moyers shares the 


cd i ae I Ma AWS fo ROY eed: 

THEY WEAR WHAT THEY 
WANT 10 WEAR, 

THEY SAY WHAT THEY 


WANT TO SAY, 
THEY FILM IN 
PLAGE oS LA EK 

WANT TO BE IN.” 


sentimental story of her collection of 2,000 
paper napkins. 

“Ethel was the art director—she designed 
each shot. She decided to write out the scenes, 
and hers is the only episode we’ve done where 
you don't see her speaking directly to the cam- 
era, because that’s what she chose,” Johnson 
says. “I was learning new things as a filmmaker, 
because she was that involved.” 

Although Johnson has lived in New York 
City and. abroad, he gets inspiration from the 
community in which he was raised. “Instead of 
going to New York or Los Angeles, you can go 
back to your own community and look at the 


assets you have there, as well as the people you 
could work with—people who like cinema and 
want to help out because they’re interested.” 


ohnson’s feature screenplay, the Kafka 

adaptation, follows the travels of Kat 

(played by Johnson’s wife, Kaori 

Mitsushima), a young and attractive 
Japanese woman who abandons her life in Tokyo 
to embark on a surreal journey across America. 
When she was a child, her father talked about his 
dreams of going to America—until one day, 
when she was 9 years old, he vanished. She 
never saw him again. 

When Kat finally reaches America, she 
encounters an array of eccentric characters while 
drifting between the city streets of New York 
and St. Louis, the national parks of Mount 
Rushmore and Yellowstone, and the desertscapes 
of Death Valley, in an attempt to reach the 
California shores. Kat’s story is about exploring 
American values, realizing her dreams, and dis- 
covering her own identity. 

“There’s a kind of symbiosis between the 
feature and the documentary,” says Pence. 


‘The documentaries are a way of giving some- 


thing to the community and enticing people 
to work with us to make what we think, and 
hope, will be earth-shattering and different— 
but still fit the model of independent filmmak- 
ing. We'd like to distribute it internationally, in 
film festivals. As a practice model, it’s not that 
unusual. The amount of close work and col- 
laboration with community members and 
institutions is unique, however, and it grows 
out of the documentaries.” 

Both the feature and documentary projects 
are ongoing, with more filming and fundraising 
for the feature planned this fall. Both projects 
involve Oberlin students from the conservatory, 
cinema studies, and Technology in Music and 
Related Arts (TIMARA). Eli Stine, a senior 
TIMARA major, has done sound design for 
each documentary and helped find composers 
in the conservatory. Ryan Lester 11, who com- 
poses music for The Daily Show, composed 


Locally Sourced 

Pence with Parnell Necklace 
(Wanapin Gaga Hoksina) of 
Peebles, Ohio, who guided 
the filmmakers in their 
depictions of Native 


American rituals. 
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original scores for each. To date, there have 
been six public screenings of The Amerikans in 
half a dozen venues, including the Firelands 
Association for the Visual Arts, the Akron 
Museum of Art, and Plutonium Pictures in New 
York City. 

‘The students who are involved get an expe- 
rience unlike any community service project at 
the college,” Pence says. “Our student helpers 
have said it has been the most valuable experi- 
ence they ve had. 

Johnson can relate to the challenges and 


trepidation cinema studies students may feel 
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about establishing themselves as independent 
filmmakers. “It can be very difficult to make 
your own film, but the Internet is an amazing 
resource. These projects are really local, but 


global. That’s where technology helps us. I’m 


very proud that it gives other people a sense of 


what you can do with very little.” 


TO EXPLORE AMERIKA AND THE AMI RIKANS, VISIT 
WWW.THEAMERIKANS.ORG 


AMANDA NAGY IS A WRITER AND THE ASSISTANT TO THE 
DIRECTOR OF MEDIA RELATIONS 


They Shoot Horses 
Shane Charny, of Amherst, 
Ohio, as one-quarter of 
the Four Horsemen 


FEATURE 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 1965 & 1964 
The spread celebrates Martin Luther King and his esteem 
for Oberlin College. His heartspoken words resonate 
with so many. It feels like a mutual esteem, though. 


We uncovered so many wonderful archival photographs 
of famous visitors to Oberlin that we could have filled 
hundreds of pages. People told us, ‘you have to include 
so and so because he played here, or she spoke when | 
was here.’ We believed this would lead to a ghastly 
comparison process and take the book into a new 
direction, which just didn't feel right. Anonymity of 
subjects in pictures felt much cleaner and closer to the 
authentic Oberlin. This was the rule we generally 
followed. 


HOWEVER AT ALUMNI COUNCIL MEETINGS 
AND A WASHINGTON, DC, PREVIEW EVENT 
IN THE FALL OF 2011, THE RESPONSE TO 
KING AND THE YOUNG BOY WAS 
IMMENSELY POWERFUL— YOU COULD HAVE 
HEARD A PIN DROP. THERE HAD TO BE 
EXCEPTIONS TO OUR OWN RULE. 


DANCING EARLY IN THE MORNING FOG, 

STEPHEN PENNINGTON ’66, OCA 

The iconic photograph of the dancing woman on Tappan we 
uncovered in the first archive sweep, and it immediately knocked 


us out... It is simply a great, great piece of photography, and very 
Oberlin. 


It was also a mystery. It was a print simply in a box of many 
photographs. The mystery was solved when the Oberlin Alumni 
Magazine reproduced the image. Stephen Pennington ‘66 
identified himself as the artist and the image dates from the early 
1960. The dancer is Sydney Zeiler ‘64. Sydney married another 
Obie, David Reed '65, who identified himself to us at Alumni 
Council last fall. David was delighted this image of his beloved 
dancer had come to light again. 


SHE LOOKS SO FREE, YOUNG, JOYOUS, AND 
COMPLETELY CONFIDENT IN HER MOMENT, IN THE 
MORNING MIST. IT RESONATED SO MUCH, AND 
WAS PRECISELY THE SPIRIT WE WERE SEEKING TO 
CAPTURE IN OUR WORK. 


POOL, JONATHAN GLYNN-SMITH, 
COLLEGE GREEN 

We wanted to show Oberlin at play: the coming-of-age 
experiences, having fun, and being in the process of 
becoming. Specifically the humor and small details and 
hints as to the many Oberlin cultures: the clothes, the 
tattoos, making music and love. 


The pool table photograph is like a modern day Rockwell 
painting. The positioning of the players, the lighting, the 
cup. It could have been a Post cover back in the day. The 
photograph is timeless; its coloring is mellow, earthy, and 
warm. This warmth is palpable between the students, 
which is the key to the photograph. 


| LOVE THE UNINTENTIONAL DETAILS, THE 
MAN IN THE BACKGROUND WITH THE 
T-SHIRT CELEBRATING JUDAISM AND THE 
YELLOW GUM BOOTS. 
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FLOOD, TAPPAN SQUARE, JUNE 1924, 

PHOTOGRAPHER UNKNOWN 

This is a beautiful, classic composition—very informal and forward 
for the era, and dripping in the spirit of youth. When we found this 
photograph in the archives, it really made us smile, and we felt we 
had to include it in the book. You just know that if Tappan Square 
flooded tomorrow, six students would be out there, quite naturally, 
taking the same photograph. The only difference is that it would be 
taken on an iPhone and up on Facebook within the hour. 


WE MADE THIS BOOK HOPING THAT READERS 
WOULD CONNECT WITH IT VISCERALLY, AND WE 
FELT THIS IMAGE WOULD DO THAT. OUR HOPE WAS 
REALIZED WHEN WE TURNED THIS PHOTO INTO A 
POSTER AND PUT IT UP AROUND CAMPUS DURING 
COMMENCEMENT/REUNION WEEKEND AND SO 
MANY FOLKS ASKED FOR A COPY OF IT. PEOPLE 
JUST LOVED THE QUIRKINESS OF IT AND THE WAY IT 
CAPTURES THE OBERLIN SPIRIT SO WELL. 
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FORTY YEARS AGO, 
TITLE IX SOUGHT 
TO EEVEa is 
PLAYING FIELD. 
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“COACH COULD HAVE BACKED DOWN, BUT HE DIDN’T. 
HE PUSHED IT—HE TREATED US LIKE ANY OTHER 
MEMBER OF THE TEAM, AND THAT WAS HUGE.” 


— Lisa ‘Lee’ Matovcik ’76 (pictured, bottom right with the 1973 Oberlin Cross Country team) 


“WE DIDN’T THINK 

WE WERE THE WEAKER 
SEX. WE KNEW WHAT 
WEGOUED DOF 


TITLIE IX 


t a time when feminism was 
sweeping the campus and the nation, Army 
veteran and former national team modern 
pentathlete Dick Michaels arrived at Oberlin to 
coach. Michaels, who swam at the 1964 Olympic 
trials, was hired to take over men’s swimming 
and soon added cross country to his roster. 


Michaels, along with other Oberlin athletic 
department pioneers such as Don Hunsinger 
and Mary Culhane, quickly became key in 
empowering Oberlin women to pursue sports. 
The year was 1970, and, like nearly all athletic 
conferences around the country, the Ohio 
Athletic Conference existed to govern men’s 
sports. Then came Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, the landmark civil rights 
law that prohibited gender discrimination at 
schools that received federal financial aid. It 
meant, among other things, that schools had to 
provide equal athletics opportunities to men 
and women. 

It would be a few years, however, before suf- 
ficient money —and interest— would be raised 
to form more women’s teams. Dick Michaels, in 
the meantime, encouraged female swimmers 
and runners to train with the men. When the 
women runners had no one to compete with, 
they would take part in the men’s meets. 

“I got in trouble for that once in a while, but 
it was Oberlin, so I never got in trouble with 
the college,” says Michaels, who retired from 
Oberlin in 2006. 


Including the women athletes was no big 


deal, he says, until a 1973 cross country meet 
with Kenyon and Ohio Wesleyan —which he 
calls “the incident.” Ohio Wesleyan’s coach, 
spotting two women warming up, stormed 
over to Michaels and announced that he’d pull 
his men from the meet if the Oberlin women 
ran. Michaels thought that was ridiculous. 

“T told him that the women wouldn't be count- 
ed in the scoring, that they were running in exhi- 
bition,” Michaels recounts. The other coach said 
it didn’t matter—he wouldn't let his team com- 
pete. Michaels presented the issue to his team, 
which agreed that the women should run. 

Michaels went back to Ohio Wesleyan’s coach. 
“Kenyon is going to race, and we're going to race, 
and if you don’t want to race, then go home,” 
he said. 
Everyone competed, though Ohio Wesleyan 
later filed a grievance. 

“Coach could have backed down, but he 
didn’t,” says Lisa ‘Lee’ Matovcik ’76, one of the 
two women who competed that day. “He pushed 
it—he treated us like any other member of the 
team, and that was huge. Back then we practiced 
with the men’s team, we were considered part of 


the team, and we even socialized as a team.” 


IMPLEMENTING TITLE IX 


When it comes to sports, Title IX simply states: 
“A recipient that operates or sponsors inter- 
scholastic, intercollegiate, club, or intramural 
athletics shall provide equal athletic opportu- 
nity for members of both sexes.” It took a while, 
however, for schools to comply. 

Oberlin was offering women’s field hockey 
and swimming when Michaels arrived, and the 
1973-74 course catalogue states that varsity credit 
was offered for women’s basketball, swimming, 
fencing, field hockey, and cross country. Some 
of those sports, though, didn’t have enough 
women to form a team, so athletes instead 
earned credit for hours put in with a men’s or 
club team. Over the next few seasons, wom- 
en’s basketball established a team and, in 1978, 
cross country fielded a full slate of Yeowomen. 

Though Oberlin had never been a jock hav- 
en, Title [X forced the changes that some wom- 
en were yearning for. It also created a 
welcoming athletics department for a genera- 
tion of female students who grew up working 
out and admiring the likes of Mia Hamm, Dara 
Torres, and other female sports heroes. 

Even without the legislation, says Michaels, 

“T believe Oberlin would have done what it did 
irrespective of Title IX.” 


THE EARLY YEARS 


The change was a long time coming, says Ann 
Stevens ’55, who came to Oberlin “to major in 
physical education, study hard, and do syn- 
chronized swimming.” 

“We had some strong athletes, and if we had 
had interscholastics back then, they would have 
excelled,” says Stevens, a retired physical educa- 
tion teacher who taught at Evanston Township 
High School in Illinois for 31 years. “Women 
were pushing for more competition, but it 
didn’t go anywhere.” 

The Women’s Athletic Association (WAA) at 
Oberlin instead sponsored synchronized swim- 
ming, modern dance, and tumbling, along with 
dormitory teams that competed against one 
another in archery, tennis, bowling, ping pong, 
basketball, and softball. Each March, the WAA 
hosted three other colleges on campus for a 
volleyball and swim sports day. 

Throughout the 1950s and ’60s, says Stevens, 
women athletes “knew we were capable of 


doing anything we wanted to do—it was some- 
one else saying we couldn’t compete. But that’s 
been true in athletics and every activity that 
women take on. We've had to say, ‘I’m perfectly 
capable of doing this job, whether it’s law or 
business or whatever.” 

And the women’s sports that did exist in those 
decades were too tame, Stevens says. “In volley- 
ball you could hit the ball twice and assist the 
serve over the net, and there were no overhand 
serves. We wanted to play five-person, full-court 
basketball (rather than six-person, three-on- 
three or half-court). We didn’t think we were the 
weaker sex. We knew what we could do.” 


THE MODERN PIONEERS 


Title IX didn’t change the sports scene over- 
night, however. Two years after its implementa- 
tion, Kathy Crowe Podmaniczky ’78, a software 
engineer in Pleasant Valley, N.Y., who grew up 
playing sports, chose Oberlin for its academics 
and athletics. “I thought Id struck gold in find- 
ing a school with all those teams, but I didn’t 
know that everything was in its infancy— such 
as the small coaching staff and the athletic 
training,” she says. 

Since many incoming Yeowomen had little 
exposure to athletic opportunities, depth was 
lacking on every team. “Some of us had the 
passion to be the best athlete we could, and 
others were just learning the sport and how to 
be athletic,” she says. “It was interesting.” 

Podmaniczky ran cross country on Dick 
Michaels’ men’s team for a year and competed 
in women’s volleyball, women’s track, and 
women’s lacrosse. Her passion, however, was 
women’s basketball. 

“I loved our coach dearly, but she didn’t 
come from a basketball coaching background. 
That was difficult, but everything was really 
just getting started,’ Podmaniczky _ says. 
Though the women were issued shoes and uni- 
forms, they practiced in the old gym. Once 
they moved to the newer gym, they shared a 
tiny locker room. “We were second-tier to the 
guys,” she says, adding that some of the men’s 
teams were served steak meals before games, 
something the women were never offered. 

During Podmaniczky’s four years on the 
basketball team, she experienced just one sea- 
son above .500. “I wanted to develop my capa- 
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© Grace Eginton ’09 and her mother, Carla White Freyvogel '79 


bilities as an athlete, but it’s awfully hard to 
feel youre doing that when as a team it’s so 
hard to compete.” 

Her 25-year-old daughter’s experience play- 
ing squash and running at Bowdoin was vastly 
different. “It was expected that her teams 
would work hard and compete. The coaches 
were the same for the men and women, and 
they got the same deal—the same kind of 
attention, the same expertise.” 

On the other hand, says Podmaniczky, 
who’s now a road cyclist, perhaps being a star 
college athlete would have been too much pres- 
sure. “Maybe it’s lucky for me that women’s 
athletics were just getting started and I could 
be a big fish in a small pond that was just filling 
up. I felt like I had to figure things out for 
myself, what skills to work on, what strength 
exercises to do. But I’ve made peace with it.” 

Carla White Freyvogel ’79, who served as 
the first woman president of Oberlin’s Heisman 


Club, ran with the men until a womans team 


was formed, and she was always trying to 
recruit other women runners. 

“I knew an oboe player who was a good runner, 
and I tried to get her. There was an opera singer 
and I said, “You can sing? Great, you can run!” 

Women just weren’t open to being athletes 
in that era, Freyvogel says. But it’s different 
today; in October 2011, for the third straight 
year, the Oberlin women’s cross country team 
won the North Coast Athletic Conference 
Championship and have had female runners 
claim national recognition. 

Freyvogel says the women’s sports scene is so 
different now that it brings her to tears. “I was a 
run marshal at a “Girls on the Run” event. There 
were 3,500 girls (ages 8-11) running with 3,500 
adult buddies, and I stood there crying. 

“T wonder what it would have been like to be 
an athlete without the emotional baggage we 
had, without feeling like you were trying to 
prove something, or that you weren't sup- 


posed to be there or were in someone's way.” 
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“WE DIDN'T THINK 

WE WERE THE WEAKER 
SEX. WE KNEW WHAT 
WE COULD DO.” 


TITLE IX 


YEOWOMEN TODAY 


It’s a feeling that her daughter, fellow Yeowoman 
Grace Eginton ’09, who played field hockey for 
two years and lacrosse for four, never had. 
“Playing sports at Oberlin was an overwhelm- 
ingly positive experience. I’m still close with 
many of my teammates. It was one of my defin- 
ing experiences there.” 

Eginton, who lives in New York City, 
describes coming to campus early her first year 
and instantly entering a world of new friend- 
ships with fellow athletes. “It provided a really 
good balance to the more academic side of 
Oberlin.” And sports has been integral to her 
relationship with her mom. “Growing up and 
hearing about her experiences and seeing how 
much things have changed has been interest- 
ing,” says Eginton. “As I have more contact 
with older athletes and people who had more 
difficulties than I had, ’'ve become more con- 
scious of Title IX and how many more oppor- 
tunities I’ve had.” 

Without question, says Dick Michaels, the 
athletic landscape is completely different at 
Oberlin now than in previous decades. “The 
athletic department is unbelievable,” he says. 

“Every team has a head coach and an assistant 
and budgets — but it took a while.” 

Part of what held things back after Title IX 
was a lack of interest from incoming female 
students who hadn’t grown up playing sports, 
and opposition from female physical educa- 
tion staffers who wanted to maintain the status 
quo of intramurals and PE classes for women. 

“A few tried to coach and did a good job, and 


a few tried to coach and didn’t do a good job,” 


Michaels says “The whole concept of varsity 
athletics had passed them by, so it took time to 
get that into place.” 

Oberlin today boasts a young generation of 
successful, passionate female coaches who 
were raised on sports. Typical is women’s 
lacrosse coach Jacqueline McDevitt, born in 
1983. This past year, in her first season at 
Oberlin, McDevitt coached the women to their 
best record since 1998. 

“T didn’t know that there weren’t opportuni- 
ties to play until I learned about Title IX in 
high school,” 


think there was a difference between men and 


she says. “My generation didn’t 


women athletes or that it was a privilege for us 


ATHLETICS TODAY AT OBERLIN 
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to play. We thought it was normal.” 

Along with one of her players, Ilyssa Meyer 
’13, McDevitt visited the White House over the 
summer to celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
the landmark act. “I’m ultra-aware of the 
opportunities P've been given, and I try to 
make my kids aware of them too,” says 
McDevitt, who was voted NCAC coach of the 
year in 2012. “I couldn’t imagine my life with- 
out sports. It wouldn't be as fulfilling or com- 
plete without the opportunity to teach and 


coach and compete.” 


KEEPING UP WITH TITLE IX 


To comply with Title IX, a school must meet 
one of the following three criteria: An institu- 
tion must have roughly the same percentage of 
female athletes as it has female undergraduates, 
a continuing history of expanding athletic 
opportunities for the underrepresented gen- 
der, or a full accommodation of the athletic 
interests and abilities of its student body. . 

“T think about Title IX every day,” says Natalie 
Winkelfoos, Oberlin’s interim Delta Lodge 

Director of Athletics and Physical Education. 
“My role includes making sure that women are 
being treated fairly and that there’s gender equi- 
ty within the department. For example, if there 
were to be a concern over locker room 
space—that men have a better situation—I 
would need to examine the issue. We must 
provide the same opportunities for women as 
we do for men. Title IX affects a lot of 
things— money, space, personnel, and facility 
access.” 

Money is an especially divisive issue on 
campuses with big, revenue-driving sports like 
football. While a Division I football program 
may generate millions of dollars, hefty budgets 
are needed to fund scholarships, top-notch 
facilities, travel, and uniforms. Rather than 
trim popular programs to expand women’s 
sports, some universities have cut less-popu- 
lar men’s sports, like wrestling and swim- 
ming, which has led to a Title IX backlash. 

At a Division III school like Oberlin, where 
athletic scholarships aren’t an issue and foot- 
ball games don’t pack in 90,000 spectators, 
sharing the budget pie isn’t as contentious. In 
fact, says Winkelfoos, Oberlin’s male coaches 
go out of their way to support women’s sports 


Joanna Johnson ’11 


by attending games and urging male athletes 
to attend women’s games. 

“I can’t imagine what it would be like to not 
have women’s sports,” says longtime Oberlin 
head football coach Jeff Ramsey, who’s mar- 
ried to a former college volleyball player. “My 
father was a football coach, and I have two 
older sisters. The oldest always wanted to play 
tennis and it was difficult for her to do that.... 
People should be able to do what they want to 
do in terms of educational opportunities. I 
think it’s a shame that it took until 1972 to 
make this happen.” 

Today there are 11 women’s teams and 1] 
men’s teams at Oberlin. Last year, of the 369 ath- 
letes (not counting intramural or club team par- 
ticipants) on campus, 208 were men and 161 
were women (some participate in more than 
one sport.) Though it’s a small percentage of 
Oberlin’s 2,959 students, athletics can be a life- 
changing experience for those who participate. 

‘Sports has shaped me as a person,” says 
Sarah Orbuch ’14, who plays soccer and lacrosse. 


“, 
. 


As I’ve gotten older it keeps me grounded and 
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focuses me. Sports participation makes you feel 
like an equal to the guys, and if you feel like an 
equal in any sport, why shouldn't you feel that 
in the workforce or the classroom?” 


THE AFTERMATH 


A few months after Dick Michaels defied the 
official rules of the Ohio Athletic Conference by 
letting women run in a men’s meet, he was 
called to Ohio Wesleyan for a grievance hearing. 

Michaels, along with Oberlin’s athletic 
director and faculty athletics representative, 
were greeted at Ohio Wesleyan by pro-Michaels 
Oberlin students armed with protest signs and 
by reporters from across the country. 

“It was a big stink,” says Michaels, who went 
into the meeting and was told, “Just don’t do 
this again.” His reply? “I am going to do it again, 
and I’ll do it next fall.” 

That summer, the word “male” was removed 
from the Ohio Conference Bylaws, which had 
stated: “Every bona fide male undergraduate 
student of a member college is eligible to rep- 


resent his college in intercollegiate athletic 


Malisa Hoak ’14 


competition in sports controlled by the 
Conference subject to the provisions of other 
Rules of Eligibility of the Conference.” 

So why did Michaels take a stand? “I want- 
ed to treat our students and our athletes as if 
they were my own kids. So I asked, “Would I 
want my daughter to be included in sports?’ Of 
course. It didn’t have to do with any overriding 
philosophy or anything. It just happened to be 
the way I thought things should happen.” 

If events had turned out differently that day, 
says Lee Matovcik, who went on to earn a PhD 
and a law degree, “it would have changed my 
entire world view of what was possible. 

“Tt made me see that it was possible to be on 
an equal playing field and work toward equal 
rights. The alternative would have been dread- 
ful; it would have been society, the world, 
Oberlin saying, ‘you can’t do this, you're not 
allowed. That’s something I would have taken 


forward the rest of my life.” @ 


ANNE STEIN IS A CHICAGO-BASED JOURNALIST AND FORMER 
BIKE RACER WHO SPECIALIZES IN SPORTS FEATURES. SHE HAS 
WRITTEN EXTENSIVELY ABOUT TITLE IX FOR THE CHICAGO 
TRIBUNE AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS 


1950s 


1951 | 
Philip McFarland has penned two works of 
fiction and six works of non-fiction. His latest 
book is Mark Twain and the Colonel: Samuel L. 
Clemens, Theodore Roosevelt, and the Arrival of a 
New Century (Rowman & Littlefield, 2012). 


1953 | 
Marjorie Perloff, professor emerita of English at 
Stanford University and the Florence R. Scott 
Professor Emerita at the University of Southern 
California, was elected to the American 
Philosophical Society in April. The society was 
founded in 1743 by Benjamin Franklin for the 
purpose of “promoting useful knowledge.” 
= | Bill Venman writes: “On March 17 the 
Valley Light Opera of Amherst, Mass., which 
Sally ’54 and I founded in 1975, completed a 
cycle of concert performances of the five 
Sullivan-without-Gilbert light operas, the first 
time that any group in the United States has 
performed all five with full orchestra. We began 
with The Rose of Persia in 2004 and continued 
with The Chieftain in 2006, The Emerald Isle in 
2008, The Beauty Stone in 2009, and Haddon 
Hall this year.” = | Mike Sperber lives in 
Gloucester, Mass., with his wife, Mary G. Clark, a 
retired social worker. Mike is a psychiatric 
consultant to the Neuropsychiatry/Behavioral 
Service at McLean Hospital in Belmont, where 
he was trained and currently teaches. His article 
“Montaigne’s Traumatic Brain Injury, Death 
Obsession, and Therapeutic Creativity” was 
published in the Psychiatric Tribune online in 
April. It relates how Montaigne’s brain injury 
from a near-fatal horseback riding accident led 
him to develop a new literary genre (the essay) 
and a new literary style (stream of conscious- 
ness). He planned to present his findings at the 
conference Creativity & Madness in Cambridge, 
Mass., in October. 


1957 | 
Alfred de Jaager was awarded a Doctor of 
Humane Letters degree from West Liberty 
University on May 12. m | Northeastern 
University School of Law Matthews 
Distinguished University Professor Michael 
Meltsner received an Honorary Doctor of Laws 
at CUNY’s John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
on May 31. Mike was first assistant counsel to 
the NAACP Legal Defense Fund in the 1960s 
and served as dean of the law school from 1979 
until 1984. His memoir, The Making of a Civil 


100 YEARS OF GRATITUDE 


Margaret Ping ’33 turned 100 on May 11, 2012. Ping worked for the YMCA for 39 years, 
allowing her to live in such diverse places as Pittsburgh, Chicago, Boston, Hawaii, Mexico City, 
Pueblo, Colo., and Lima, Peru. She returned to her native Montana in 1970 and has been 
actively volunteering ever since, working for Big Horn Historical Society, bringing Habitat for 
Humanity to Billings, and cofounding Global Village, a fair-trade organization that supports 
impoverished artisans throughout the world. She is an active member of the Mayflower 
Congregational Church, the League of Women Voters, and three book clubs, and she has 
written two books: Looking Back-Moving Forward, a history of the Billings YMCA, and Three 
Defining Years in a Long Life, about her time living and working in New York City tenements 


during the Great Depression. 


Rights Lawyer, was published in 2006 (University 
of Virginia Press). Other writings include Cruel 
and Unusual: The Supreme Court and Capital 
Punishment; Public Interest Advocacy; Reflections 
on Clinical Legal Education; Short Takes, a novel; 
and In Our Name, a 2011 play about America in 
the “torture years.” 


1960s 


1960 | 


Judd Kessler, an attorney with the law firm 
Porter Wright, was among those honored by 
Chambers USA 2012 as “Leaders in their Field.” 
Judd was recognized in the field of 
International Arbitration. 


1962 | 


The League of Women Voters of Greater 
Pittsburgh honored Nancy Naragon in May 
with the nonprofit’s Civic Star award for 
exceptional service. Nancy is a longtime league 
volunteer and a former librarian. She serves on 
the board of North Hills Community Outreach, 
the Allegheny County Local Emergency 
Planning Committee, the Neville Chemical 
Company Community Advisory Panel, and the 
Pittsburgh Concert Chorale Board. 


1963 | 


Stephen Gunzenhauser returned from six 


concerts with the Israel Sinfonietta in order to 
conduct the American premiere of the newest 
Fantasia release by the Walt Disney Company. 
This Disney work utilized a live orchestra rather 
than a recorded orchestra. 


1965 


Peter G. Pollak began focusing on writing 


fiction after retiring from readMedia, Inc., the 
company he founded (as Empire Information 
Services) in 1985. He recently self-published 
his second novel, Making the Grade, about the 
first woman promoted to detective grade on 
the Albany police force. His first novel, The 
Expendable Man (2011), is a political thriller 
set in Albany, N.Y.; Washington, D.C.; and 
Turkmenistan. More details on his books can 
be found at www.petergpollak.com. m | David 
Steinberg was named a Master of Erotic Art by 
the Seattle Erotic Art Festival; he is one of five 
international artists who have made “the most 
meaningful contributions to the history and 
development of erotic art.” David was also 
named Erotic Photographer of the Year by the 
Leydig Trust in London. His photographic 
books include Photo Sex: Fine Art Sexual 
Photography Comes of Age; Divas of San 
Francisco: Portraits of Transsexual Women; and 
Erotic by Nature: A Celebration of Life, of Love, 
and of Our Wonderful Bodies. 


Send your news for class notes to 
alum.mag@oberlin.edu, with “class note” 
written in the subject line; obituaries of 
Oberlin alumni should be sent to the same 
address, with “losses” in the subject line. 


+) Some class notes appear in longer form 
online. To read those or post your own, 
log on to www.oberlin.edu/alumni. 
Follow links in the “keep in touch” bar 
(located in upper left-hand corner). 
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1967 | 


Patricia Moeller Steimer reports that she 
recently had a kidney transplant. “My 
husband’s nephew volunteered to give me a 
kidney. What an amazing gift: a new lease on 
life. If you are not an organ donor, please 
consider becoming one. Put it on your driver’s 
license. And you also might consider being a 
living kidney donor. People who are approved 
for this procedure have a greater life expec- 
tancy than the general population. So there’s 
my pitch! Life is good.” 


1968 | 


Shirley Smith Kirsten is teaching piano 
privately in El Cerrito, Calif., and giving 


webcam piano classes at www.powhow.com/ 
classes/shirley-kirsten. She also blogs at El 
Cerrito Patch and WordPress about the 
universe of piano performance, teaching, and 
recording: http://elcerrito.patch.com/users/ 
hirley-kirsten and http://arioso7.wordpress. 
com. View one of the more than 500 videos 


she has posted on YouTube at http://www. 


youtube.com/arioso7. She is relocating to 
3erkeley, Calif., and would like to network 
with Obies in the East Bay. /E): shirley_kirst 
en@yahoo.com [P]: 510-439-8567 |W]: www. 
dbaby.com/cd/shirleyk # | Daniel Miller 


recently made his second trip to Liberia. “The 
purpose of this trip was similar to the first 
one: teach people how to keep their animals 


healthy. The first trip was mainly disease 


O@EPLIN ALUIANI MAGAZINE 


Michael Dirda ‘70 


4 te 
J 
R 
y ow 


Judd Kessler ‘60 


control, but this one was mainly management 
of livestock for better survival and produc- 
tion.” Daniel encourages Obies to get involved 
in overseas development work, especially in all 
areas of food production and distribution. 

“Those who can’t do it directly can help 
financially and by getting really informed, not 
just the conventional wisdom that spews forth 
from too many people who know nothing 
about it, but aren’t hindered by their lack of 
knowledge. Having true information at your 
fingertips is one way of dealing with the Tea 
Party and their kindred ilk.” 


1969 | 
Curtis Larson again represented Oberlin in the 
Xavier High School college fair in Appleton, 
Wisc., in March. His son, Austin Larson, began 
graduate horn performance studies at the Curtis 


Institute of Music this fall. 


1970s 


1970 | 
Michael Dirda received an Edgar Award for On 
Conan Doyle (Princeton University Press), chosen 
by the Mystery Writers of America as the best 
biographical/critical book of 2011. At the banquet 
he was seated with S.J. Rozan ’72, who, Michael 
says, has herself taken home a slew of mystery 
awards.” Michael continues to write a weekly book 
review for the Washington Post, while also 


contributing regularly to the New York Review of 


COMING! REUNION 2013: MAY 24-27 


10th Reunion 
Classes of 2002, 2003, 2004 


25th Reunion 
Class of 1988 


30th Reunion 
Classes of 1982, 1983, 1984 


45th Reunion 
Classes of 1967, 1968, 1969 


50th Reunion 
Class of 1963 


Half-Century Club Reunions 
Classes of 1952, 1953, 1954 


Books, the Times Literary Supplement, the online 
Barnes and Noble Review, and several other literary 
publications. This year he began a weekly essay 
(“Browsings”) for the online site of The American 
Scholar. The past two springs Michael taught 
courses on the adventure novel at the University of 
Maryland. On a recent visit to Chicago he spent a 
couple of happy days visiting used bookstores with 
his former Oberlin roommate Clint Vose 71. 
Michael’s wife, Marian Peck Dirda ’72, is a prints 
and drawings conservator at the National Gallery 
of Art. Their oldest son, Chris, is pursuing a 
medical career in Denver; their middle son, Mike 
09, works in New York for Edelman, a public 
relations firm; and their youngest son, Nate, is a 
chemistry major at William and 
Mary. m | Connie Springer published a second 
edition of her book POSITIVELY NINETY: 
Interviews with Lively Nonagenarians. In the book 
she interviews and photographs 28 spirited 
nonagenarians, many of them from Ohio. To 
order the book, contact Connie at larkspur@fuse. 
net or check out her website, http://conniespringer. 
com. The work can also be rented as a traveling 
exhibit. m= | Stephen Golder says he has “pretty 
much retired from the practice of clinical 
psychology, having specialized in psychological 
testing the past few decades. I hope to travel a bit, 
eat well, cook some, and, regretfully, watch 
TEOTWAWKL I note with sadness the recent 
death of one of our more exuberant classmates, 
Randy Goodall.” Stephen was looking forward to 
seeing Dick Solberg, aka the Sun Mountain Fiddler, 
perform in May. /A/: 55 Grasmere Di 
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Janet Heller ‘71 


1971 | 
Janet Heller has a new poetry book, Folk Concert: 
Changing Times (Anaphora Literary Press, 2012), 
which contains poems written from 1972 to 2011; 
the title poem mentions Oberlin College events. 
Themes of the book include feminism, love 
relationships, college teaching, nature, psycho- 
therapy, travel, the anti- Vietnam War movement, 
family, the life of an artist/entertainer/writer, and 
music. Janet is also president of the Michigan 
College English Association. You can order Folk 


Concert at www.amazon.com/Folk-Concert-Janet 


Ruth-Heller/dp/1937536262 @ | Frederick “Rick” 


Blake is principal and chief health strategist for 
Strategic Health Resources LLC (SHR), a health 
systems consulting firm in Arlington, Va. He 
previously worked as a senior health staffer in the 
U.S. House of Representatives on the Committees 
on Oversight and for issues related to the Energy 
& Commerce Committee, Sub-Committee on 
Health. Rick presented a talk about the Affordable 
Care Act before the American Public Health 
Association, the Justice Ortique Seminar on 
Healthcare Law and Reform, and the Southern 
Law School. He presented his talk, Health IT Fact 
and Fiction for the Underserved, to the 
Healthcare Information and Management 
Systems Society. 


10 ) 


Phyllis Jones, the senior recordings cataloger at 
Oberlin’s conservatory library, has received the 
Music OCLC Users Group’s 2012 Distinguished 
Service Award. The award recognizes significant 
professional contributions to music users of the 
Online Computer Library Catalog (OCLC). In 
the letter nominating her for the award, Jones 
was described as “a cataloger’s cataloger,” and the 
announcement of her award notes that “her 
eagle eye is one of several characteristics that 
were repeatedly mentioned in statements on her 


behalf. This eagle eye has manifested itself not 
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SPRINGER BRIDES IN COMPUTER SCIENCE 


Eric Rosenberg 


A Primer of 
_ Multicast Routing 


2 Springer 


Eric Rosenberg ‘75 


Brent Dutton ‘72 


only in her improvements of existing biblio- 
graphic and authority records, but also—and 
even more laudably—in collaborations resulting 
in some of the music cataloger’s most useful 
tools.” Read more about Jones’ work in the 
Spring 2012 issue of Library Perspectives 
(available via oberlin.edu). m= | Tubist Brent 
Dutton, artistic director of Westwind Brass since 
1993, says the group recently released its ninth 
CD. Titled Dutton’s World Resounds, the album 


contains 14 of Dutton’s own compositions. 


973 | 

In June 2012 Edith Clowes and Craig Huneke 
moved to the University of Virginia in 
Charlottesville from the University of Kansas, 
where they taught for nearly 14 years. Edith was 
appointed the Brown-Forman Professor of 
Slavic Languages and Literatures, and Craig was 
appointed the Marvin Rosenblum Professor of 
Mathematics and chair of the Department of 
Mathematics. They look forward to the 
challenge of building research and teaching 
communities in a different university, though 
they will miss friends and colleagues at KU. They 
connected with other Obies in the summer of 
2011 in Woods Hole, Mass.. Pictured: back row, 


from left: Craig with Julian Tucker, Richard 


Townsend, Ned Huneke, Isaac Green, and Matt 


Senter, all ’13. Front row, from left: Steve 


_a Harvard 
University researcher, was awarded 
the Welch Award in Chemistry—a 
major prize bestowed to the nation’s 
foremost and elite chemists—for his 
pioneering work in synthetic organic 
chemistry. The $300,000 award is 
given annually by the Houston-based 
Welch Foundation to foster basic 
chemical research that benefits 
humankind. 

Evans is best known for his 
groundbreaking work in the field of 
designing and building complex 
molecules that are effective in fighting 
disease, including cancer and antibiotic 
therapies. Evans and his laboratory 
have pioneered innovative new 
approaches to molecular design, 
creating new tools and techniques that 
have transformed the synthesis of 
complex organic structures. Evans also 
has been responsible for replicating 
more than 50 bioactive molecules 
found in nature—most extremely 
complex—to enable their therapeutic 
use, including chemotherapies, 
antibiotics, and AIDS drugs. Read more 
at oberlin.edu/oam. 


Goodwin ’13, Edith, Steven Bergdahl ’07, Emily 
Feingold ’07, Marion Park ’13, and Nancy Tittler 
‘74. m | Noel Taylor was voted onto the board 
of directors of Sacro-Occipital Research Society, 
International (www.sorsi.com) in September 
2011. He is in full-time private practice in 
Columbus, Ind., and became a grandfather twice 
recently—in December (a boy) and in March (a 
girl). He and his wife teach at Elijah House 
Prayer Ministry (www. elijahouse.org) in their 


free time between visits from the grandkids. 


1975 | 
Eric Rosenberg published A Primer of Multicast 
Routing, a book about methods for sending data 
from multiple sources to multiple destinations 
in computer networks. It covers historical 
developments, state-of-the-art methods, and 
theoretical research and is targeted toward 
students of computer science, electrical 
engineering, and operations research, as well as 
telecommunication network designers and 


architects. Eric works at AT&T Labs in New 


O@te 


Do you remember Oberlin years ago, when phone calls and visitors stopped at the front 
desk to be patched through to the one phone per dorm floor? 


For Lynn Bonner 62, whose campus 
jobs included ‘sitting bells,’ it’s a fond 
memory of the years she spent here, 
learning, laughing, and living. 


After her 50th reunion, Lynn decided to 
support her alma mater, to help the next 
generation of Obies experience the same 
kind of world-class education as she 
did. She knew she had to live frugally 
but she still wanted to contribute. 


“A Charitable Gift Annuity lets me give money from my estate 
while not foregoing the income | need during my life. | can have 
my cake and eat it too.” 


When you make a Charitable Gift Annuity contribution to Oberlin, 
your money continues to provide you a generous rate of return and 
you know you're supporting students, professors, and the learning 
and memories created here — in and out of the classroom. 
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For helpful brochures, or more 


information on how you can help shape the 
journeys of future generations of Oberlin 
students, please call us at 440.775.8599, 
or email us at gift.planning@oberlin.edu 
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Jersey, plays trumpet in several community and 
swing bands, and says he enjoys serving as class 
president. “Our next class reunion is May 2014, 
joint with the Classes of 1973 and 1974. I hope 
to see you there.” 


1976 | 


Nancy Olah writes, “After 33 years as an 
attorney, I continue to practice commercial 
real estate law. My husband and I are parents 
to a rising college sophomore at Stetson 
University. I also serve as chair of the board of 
directors of the U.S. Green Building Council, 
Charlotte region chapter. In May, I became a 
new author. Fool a Carnivore has been a labor 
of love. The cookbook is a compilation of 
recipes I have developed over the years to 
recreate meaty main dishes...minus the meat! 
The book is aimed at helping vegetarians and 
carnivores peacefully coexist at family meals.” 
[W]:www.foolacarnivore.com. @ | Mark Finkel 
and Valerie Geiling Finkel have been married 
for 35 years. They have lived in Greenwich 
Village; Davis and Palo Alto, Calif.; and, for the 
last 17 years, Englewood, N.J. They have six 
kids (three married, one in college, and one in 
high school) and two grandchildren. Valerie 
has a case management practice as a social 
worker, helping families manage the care of 
mentally ill adults and the elderly. Mark has 
been managing early stage tech companies for 
years and also is involved with a number of 
social entrepreneurship projects—combining a 
commercial product or service with a social 
purpose (both abroad and in the U.S.). They are 
always happy to hear from classmates. /E/: 
mark@emergingrowth.com, val201@aol. 

com ™ | The new book by John Sener, The 
Seven Futures of American Education: 
Improving Learning and Teaching in a Screen- 
Captured World, is now out in paperback and 
on Kindle—both on Amazon. 


197, 


Michele Gammer missed her reunion because 
her son graduated from Brown the same 
weekend. After many years living in the 
Northwest, she now has her own law practice 
focused on dispute resolution, workplace investi- 
gations, and employment counseling. She also 
teaches at Seattle University School of Law. 


1978 | 


Peter Schleifer recently accepted a position at 
Purple Key, Inc., in New York City as a database 
architect, the same title he held until recently at 


Credit Suisse. “After 24 years of working for 


Luke Roberts ‘81 


investment banks, I joined a start-up develop- 
ing a new consumer e-commerce 

site.” m | Roy Tamura accepted a position at 
the University of South Florida in Tampa as an 


> 


associate professor. Roy recently was employed 
at Eli Lilly and Company as a research fellow. 
“After working 28-plus years there, I retired and 
joined the Pediatrics Epidemiology Center of 
the University of South Florida. I work with 
pediatric researchers designing and analyzing 
pediatric clinical trials.” 


1950s 


1980 | 


Carey Dunne was elected president of the New 
York City Bar Association, an organization of 
23,000 members founded in 1870. Carey is a 
partner in the law firm of Davis Polk & 
Wardwell, where he chairs the litigation practice 
and is a member of the firm’s three-person 
management committee. He has been a 
white-collar criminal defense attorney at the 
firm for the past 25 years; previously he served 
as a prosecutor in the office of Manhattan 
District Attorney Robert Morgenthau. He lives 
in New York City with his wife, Kate Manning, 
and their three children. 


1981 | 


Luke Roberts has been teaching Japanese 
history at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara, since 1991. He just published his 
second book on Tokugawa-era (1600-1868) 
Japanese history, Performing the Great Peace: 
Political Space and Open Secrets in Tokugawa 
Japan (University of Hawaii Press). “It is a 
history of political culture on the Japanese 
islands in that time. I started in Japanese 
history thanks to Professor Ron DiCenzo. It 
was a good turn of fate for me. I enjoy my 
work.” [W]:www.uhpress. hawaii. 

edu/p-7544 9780824835 132.aspx 
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Stephen Saideman ‘88 


Se Nia 
Tom Gardner ‘85 


m | Natasha Katz had some stiff competition 
for a Tony Award in the category of lighting 
design for a musical: herself. Natasha was 
nominated twice, for Follies and for Once. And 
the winner was? Natasha Katz, for Once. Natasha 
won the Tony for Best Lighting Design in 2000 
for Aida and in 2007 for The Coast of Utopia. She 
has also been nominated for Beauty and the Beast 
(1994), Twelfth Night (1999), Sweet Smell of 
Success (2002), Tarzan (2006), The Coast of 
Utopia [Part 3-Salvage] (2007), and The Little 
Mermaid (2008). 


1982 | 


David Schlesinger reports: “After a 25-year 
career at Reuters (later Thomson Reuters) that 


took me as a reporter, editor, and executive to 
Hong Kong, Taipei, Beijing, Hong Kong (again), 
New York, London, and finally Hong Kong 
(again), I am breaking the iron rice bowl and 
setting out on my own—setting up my own 
media and China advisory business based in 
Hong Kong.” 


1983 | 
Wendy UhImann has been promoted to clinical 
associate professor in the Department of Internal 
Medicine and the Department of Human 
Genetics at the University of Michigan. Wendy is 
the first master-level genetic counselor to achieve 
a faculty appointment at this level. m | Alex 
Rogolsky recently published two books, The 
Infinite Frontier—A Guide for the Spiritual 
Agnostic and The Guide to Philatelic Investment. 
Both are available on Kindle. 


1984 | 
Gail Schechter writes, “In February 2012, 
Illinois Governor Pat Quinn appointed me to 
the newly constituted Housing Appeals Board 
as the designated ‘affordable housing advocate, 


Anne Ballen Ladenson ‘87 


Since 1993, I have served as executive director 
of the Interfaith Housing Center of the 
Northern Suburbs, a civil rights, fair, and 
affordable housing advocacy organization 


north of Chicago.” 


1985 


Tom Gardner married Alina Vogelhut on 
November 6, 2011, in White Castle, La. They 
currently reside in Baton Rouge. Alina is a 
licensed midwife; Tom is the rabbi of Beth 
Shalom Synagogue. m | Singer-songwriter 
Margaret Bernstein celebrated the release of 
her new CD, Distant Thunder, with a concert at 
the Egg Center for the Performing Arts in 
Albany, N.Y., on Father’s Day this year. The 
album contains 12 original songs and features 
her singing and playing flute and piano. It 
contains the single “Cinderella Falling,” which is 
Margaret’s unique twist on the Cinderella story. 
The CD is available at www.gamusic.com and 
Margaret’s website, where you can also view her 
video for “Cinderella Falling.” /W/: www. 
MargaretBernstein.com @ The Greater 
Milwaukee Foundation awarded Young Kim, 
executive director of the Fondy Food Center, its 
annual Doug Jansson Emerging Leadership 
Award. The foundation gave Young credit for 
working “to expand the agency’s reach beyond 
just that of a farmers’ market into offering more 
of a farm-to-fork continuum for the surround- 
ing neighborhood.” Young was particularly glad 
to receive the award since it is named after 
another Oberlin alumnus: Douglas Jansson 66, 
who led the Greater Milwaukee Foundation for 


7 


17 years before retiring in 2010. 


~ f 
j 


Jeff Goldwasser was officially installed as the 
spiritual leader of Temple Beit HaYam (Hebrew 
for “House of the Sea”) in Stuart, Fla., in April 
2012. Also that month, the website My Jewish 
ng honored Jeff as one of “Americas Real 


m2 i Med great website despite 
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this lapse in judgment,” he says.) Jeff and his 
family (wife Jonquil and two children, Talia and 
Eliana) came to Florida after 11 years in the 


Berkshires, where he served as the rabbi of 


Congregation Beth Israel in North Adams, Mass. 
His predecessor at that congregation was Rabbi 
Pamela Wax ’81. [E]: rabbigoldwasser@tbhfl.org 


W/: www.rebjeff.com & | Robert Hardy 
writes, “My adaptation of Aeschylus’s Oresteia 
was performed in five sold-out shows at the 
Weitz Center for Creativity Theater at Carleton 
College in May 2012. The headline in the 
Carleton student newspaper was: ‘Oresteia 
performance stuns.’ In connection with the 
production, I also taught a spring term Cannon 
Valley Elder Collegium class on Greek tragedy 
and did a six-week artist residency in a theater 
class at a local high school.” ™ | Chloe Bird 
published her first op-ed, appearing in a Ms. 
Magazine blog for Mother’s Day, celebrating 
birth control. You can access it at /ittp:// 
msmagazine.com/blog/blog/author/chloe- 
bird/ @ | Writer/producer/director Tracie 
Holder completed a feature-length documentary, 
Joe Papp in Five Acts, a coproduction with PBS/ 
American. The film premiered on April 29 at the 
Tribeca Film Festival in New York. It will be 
broadcast nationally on PBS/American Masters 
in 2013. Oberlin theater professor Roger 
Copeland served as a project advisor. /W/: www. 
tribecafilm.com filmguide joe_papp_in_five 


ts-fi1m 42048. html#. T4huvN WYQn0d 


acls 
1987 | 


Anne Ballen Ladenson says she is “happily 
separated” and lives in downtown 
Philadelphia with her three children, ages 11, 
7, and 7. She is back at work at Disc Makers 
nearly full time. “Constantly striving for the 


optimum balance,” she says. 


GUGGENHEIM CRAZY ABOUT OBERLIN 


Four Oberlin alumni received 
Guggenheim Fellowships in 2012. 
Winning in the creative arts category 
were graphic memoirist Alison Bechdel 
‘81, who recently published Are You My 
Mother? A Comic Drama (Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt 2012); composer Keeril 
Makan ‘94, who is working on a new 
composition for contemporary music 
ensemble Either/Or; and writer Lia 
Pupura ‘86, who released a collection of 
essays in January called Rough Likeness 
(Sarabande Books, January 2012). 

Historian Lori D. Ginzberg '78, whose 
most recent book is Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton: An American Life (Farrar, 
Straus, and Giroux 2009), won in the 
humanities category. 

Guggenheim Fellowships, often 
viewed as mid-career awards, “are 
intended for men and women who have 
already demonstrated exceptional 
Capacity for productive scholarship or 
exceptional creative ability in the arts.” 


19038 | 


Stephen Saideman accepted a position at 


Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario, as 
Paterson Chair in International Affairs. Stephen 
recently was employed at McGill University. “In 
the quest for more interactions with policy- 
makers and less interactions with Quebec public 
policy (induced by nationalist politics), my 
family (Kathy ’86 and Jessica) is moving to 
Ottawa in late June. This ensures that Jessica will 
start driving about six months later than 
otherwise would have been the case.” = | Joe 
Karten and Becca Rosen ’92 say they were 
overjoyed at the birth of their daughter, Hannah 
Gabrielle, born February 28, 2012, in New York 
City. m | Meghan Burke, a member of Mintz, 
Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, PC’s 
Public Finance Section, was selected by 
Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for 
Business as a leader in her field for Banking & 
Finance: Public Finance (Massachusetts). She is 
a member of the National Association of Bond 
Lawyers (NABL) and serves on the faculty of 
NABL’s Fundamentals of Municipal Law. 
Meghan was recognized in the 2009, 2010, 2011, 
and 2012 editions of The Best Lawyers in 
America. @ | Author Anne Trubek has been 
named a 2012 Creative Workforce Fellow by the 


Community Partnership for Arts and Culture 


CLASS NOTES 


SUPPORTING OUR YEOMEN AND YEOWOMEN 


ere’s a start! 

We've got the fever! 
We're hot! 

We can't be stopped! 
We’ve got to score! 
More... More... More! 

That was the popular cheer in 1972. As I cheered our Yeomen football and basketball teams to vic- 
tory (yes, those were days when winning was the rule, not the exception, and yes, I was a cheerleader at 
Oberlin), I had no idea of Title IX or its impact. 

More than 6,459 of our living alumni participated in sports at Oberlin College. That number sur- 
prises those who don’t think of our alma mater as a sports-oriented school. Oberlin, however, has a long 
tradition of physical fitness and sports, and many of our alumni continue to support athletics through 
volunteer efforts and giving through the John W. Heisman Club. 

John William Heisman (1869-1936) began his coaching career with the Oberlin College football 
team. In 1892, he led the Yeomen to a perfect 7-0 record. In those days of high-powered football, the ’92 
Oberlin grid squad defeated both Ohio State and Michigan and was ranked with Minnesota and Purdue 
as one of the three best teams west of the Allegheny Mountains. 

Nearly a century later, Oberlin alumni and friends honored Heisman’s memory by forming the John 
William Heisman Club. Created in 1978, the club was dedicated to strengthening the entire intercolle- 
giate athletics program. Today, the Heisman Club provides a wide range of services in support of all 
varsity sports (not just football), club sports, and other health and wellness initiatives. 

This fall, Homecoming coincided with the public launch of the Oberlin Illuminate comprehensive 
campaign, a $250 million fundraising effort whose goal is to fund a range of initiatives that broaden 
access to an Oberlin education, enrich the learning experience, and better prepare students for success 
after they graduate. As we highlight the 40th anniversary of Title IX and celebrate Homecoming, it is 
fitting that the campaign being launched includes physical and emotional health and wellness goals. 

At Oberlin, hundreds of students participate in club or intramural sports, and more than one in ten 
is a varsity athlete. Nearly all students and most faculty and staff members use the athletics and recre- 
ation facilities. The campaign presents us with the opportunity to enhance programs and facilities for 
physical and emotional health and wellness by revitalizing the Philips Physical Education Center and 
Carr Pool, constructing a new health and wellness pavilion, converting the football stadium field to turf, 
and expanding services to promote emotional heath. 

If you have questions about the Heisman Club, contact the current president, Sean Gavin 98, at 
sean.gavin@fmr.com. Oberlin Illuminate comprehensive campaign information can be viewed at 
campaign.oberlin.edu. 

May we continue to provide equal—and quality—opportunities for Oberlin men and women to 
engage in physical activities and sports, and lead healthy, vigorous lives! 


JACKIE BRADLEY HUGHES ’76 


President, Oberlin Alumni Association 


Heidi Rabinowitz Estrin ‘89 


THE 


RAGNAROK 
CONSPIRACY 


Erec Stebbins ‘92 


Anne, an associate professor at Oberlin on leave 
until fall 2013, is editing a collection of essays 
about Cleveland called Rustbelt Chic: The 
Cleveland Anthology, due out this fall. 
Contributors include Jim Rokakis ’77 and Sean 
Decatur, Oberlin’s dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences. 


1OS9 


Heidi Rabinowitz Estrin, incoming president 
of the Association of Jewish Libraries (AJL), 
attended the June 2012 conference of the 
Association of Jewish Libraries, held in 
Pasadena, Calif., where she met two other 
Obies “who went on to serve the world of 
literature.” With Heidi, from left: Molly 
Raphael ’67, outgoing president of the 
American Library Association, and Susan 
Goldman Rubin ’59, who received AJL’s 
Sydney Taylor Book Award for the best in 
Jewish children’s literature for her recent 


biography Music Was It: Young Leonard 


Caroline Kelley ‘96 


Bernstein. [W]: www.jewtshlibraries. 

org Violinist Laurel Butler Lawshae was 
invited to play in the 54th St. Endellion 
Summer Festival of Music in St. Endellion, 
North Cornwall, UK, in August 2012. The 
repertoire included music for chamber 
orchestra, along with works for orchestra, 
choir, and vocal soloists. 


f 3 en 
W/: wn w.endellionfestivals.org. uk 
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Tracey Levy and her husband, Paul Gulla, 
officially adopted their son, Jayden Levi Gulla, 
right before Mother’s Day in 2012. The 
extremely happy family lives in Northampton, 
Mass., where Tracey is the program director for 
the Amherst Survival Center (a community 


center/soup kitchen). “Life is full and wonderful.” 


The debut novel by Erec Stebbins, a thriller 
titled The Ragnarok Conspiracy, was to be 
published by Prometheus Books’ imprint 


Seventh Street Books on October 9. 


Jennifer Grant, assistant professor at the 
i ersity of Wisconsin-Stout, was named the 
stout 2012 | merging Resear her of the 


Stacy Mates and Gavin LaRose 
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THE DUCK HUNTER 


When journalist Donovan Hohn ‘94 heard an oceanographer and the editor of 
Beachcombers’ Alert tell him, “You can't go beachcombing by phone,” he recognized a credo 
of his own profession. Thus, he determined to follow his story everywhere it took him, even 
if it meant going to China, Alaska, and Hawaii, and crossing the ocean on a container ship. 
And even if the story he's following is the journey of tens of thousands of floating toys that 
drifted for 15 years over hundreds of miles on the surface of the Pacific Ocean. 
The plastic bath toys whose fate he followed began their trek packed four-by-four—one 
red beaver, one blue turtle, one green frog, and one yellow duck—in packages placed in 
cardboard boxes and loaded onto a container ship in Hong Kong, 
destined for Tacoma, Washington. In January 1992, the ship that carried 


The True Story of 28,800 Bath Toys 
Lost at Sea and of the Beachcombers, 
Oceanographers, Environmentalists, 
and Fools, Including the Author, Who 
Went in Search of Them 


overboard. 


them encountered rough seas in a winter storm south of the Aleutians 
and a dozen containers, including the one carrying the toys, went 


What was supposed to be an article for Harper's that he thought 
he'd write over a summer turned into Moby-Duck: The True Story of 
28,800 Bath Toys Lost at Sea and of the Beachcombers, 
Oceanographers, Environmentalists, and Fools, Including the Author, 
Who Went in Search of Them. The book uses the playful story of the 
bath toys to illuminate a broad range of serious issues, from the 
practices used in the manufacture of the toys, to the environmental 


impact of all the plastics production. 


Hohn, the features editor of GQ, was recently awarded a Knight-Wallace Fellowship that 
will take him inland and several centuries into the past for his next exploration—the Russo- 


Polish War as seen through literary eyes. 


The fellowships bring journalists to Ann Arbor, Mich., and the resources of the University of 
Michigan for “an academic year of study, reflection, and growth.” He is one of two Oberlin 
alumni named 2012 Knight-Wallace Fellows: comics journalist Josh Neufeld ‘89 will study 


Bahrain's Pearl Movement. 


announce the birth of a baby boy, Tobin Mattias 
LaRose, on March 27, 2011, in Ann Arbor, Mich. 

“Tobin was born a mere three months after | 
received my MS from the University of 
Michigan’s School of Natural Resources, and is 
turning out to be a cuddly, curious, and 
delightful little person. Parenting is challenging, 
exhausting, fascinating, and frequently hilarious. 
I’m happy to be supplementing my “indepen- 
dent research in early childhood development” 
(i.e., being a mom) with part-time work 
assisting with research in marine ecosystem- 
based management.” | Erin McMullin is an 
assistant professor of biology at Bard College at 
Simon’s Rock (Mass.). She was recently a visiting 
assistant professor at Denison University. To 
alumni with kids interested in Simon's Rock 
Early College, I'd be happy to answer any 


questi¢ yns,” she says. 


Akila Weerapana, associate professor of 
economics at Wellesley College, was included in 
the Princeton Review guidebook The Best 300 


Professors in the Country. 


Miku Shiota writes, “2012 is turning out to be 
quite a year for me. I started a new job asa 
preschool and elementary music teacher in a 
private school in North Philadelphia and 
moved into a house. I got engaged in January 
to Matthew Rosenbaum [the wedding was set 
for August 9]. I was appointed co-conductor of 
the Delaware Valley Young Musicians 
Orchestra, starting in the 2012-13 season. My 
daughter, Madeline Schlesinger, had a very 
successful year as a freshman in high school. 


Couldn't be happier!” 


Caroline Kelley says she was exc ited to be 
selected by the Arctic Circ le ( 


) to join a crew of 18 artists and 


Rica Mendes ‘96 


scientists aboard a 150-foot-tall ship in the 
Arctic Ocean, traveling the coast of Svalbard, a 
mountainous archipelago just 10 degrees from 
the North Pole. “Once there, I will continue 
work on an interdisciplinary project about the 
Arctic, nature, and our fraught history of 
exploration/journey-making to the north, 
which I’ve been working on since 

2009.” m | Justin Mog writes, “I continue to 
make waves as the sustainability coordinator 
for the University of Louisville. In March, I 
spoke passionately about sustainability at 
TEDxUofL: http://tinyurl.com/TEDxUofL-Mog. 
In May, I got U of L’s president on two wheels 
for Bike to Work Day!” m | Narges Kakalia 
was named a member of the law firm Mintz, 
Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo of 
Boston; she works in the litigation section in 
the New York office. Narges received the firm’s 
Pro Bono Award in 2008 and currently 
coordinates its pro bono practice in New York. 
In 2011, she was recognized as a New York 
Super Lawyers “Rising Star.” = | Rica Mendes 
says 2011 marked two milestones for her. She 
began her battle against breast cancer in July, 
two years after she had begun as a 
LIVESTRONG leader for the Lance Armstrong 
Foundation, advocating for cancer survivor- 
ship. This did not stop her and her children, 
Zachary and Ariella, from their fundraising 
efforts. Just after chemotherapy, Rica and her 
children raised more than $12,000 for 
LIVESTRONG, earning them Ride for the Rose 
status. She and her children were invited to a 
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Joseph Gordon ‘97 


dinner at Lance Armstrong’s Austin home, 
where they met the seven-time Tour de France 
winner. Rica is pleased to let us know that, as 
of today, after enduring a double mastectomy, 
chemotherapy, and ongoing reconstruction, 
she was declared “No Evidence of Disease” 
status. Rica and her children continue their 
efforts for the Lance Armstrong Foundation 
with a goal of raising $25,000 by 

October. m | Eric Nordstrom left a teaching 
job in 2004 to start up a small music produc- 
tion company in Tampa. IBEX Productions, 
LLC, specializes in assembling, contracting, 
and managing live performing groups ranging 
from Broadway-style pit orchestras to full 
70-piece symphony orchestras. In 2011, IBEX 
was named official orchestra contractor for 
Andrea Bocelli’s Florida-based tour and has 
assembled orchestras to work alongside opera 
greats Renée Fleming and Placido Domingo. 


1997 | 


Joseph Gordon and Alice Wilkerson announce 
the birth of their son, Noah Carter Gordon, 
born January 14, 2012, in Shady Grove, Md. 


1998 | 


Lara Rusch and Jeff Plakke announce the birth 
of a baby boy, Casey Franklin Plakke, on January 
19 in Ann Arbor, Mich. Lara is enjoying getting 
to know Casey while on leave from her job as an 
assistant professor of political science at the 


HOTEL SAVINGS NOW 
AVAILABLE TO ALUMNI 


Oberlin College is pleased to announce 
hotel savings for alumni. Save up to 20 
percent on rooms at 13 brands and 
more than 7,000 participating hotels 
worldwide. For details, visit the 
Benefits link on the Alumni Associa- 
tion's website: http://new.oberlin.edu/ 
office/alumni 


University of Michigan-Dearborn. = | Wayne 
Miller writes, “My third poetry collection, The 
City, Our City (Milkweed Editions, 2011), was a 
finalist for the William Carlos Williams Award 
and the Rilke Prize. I teach at the University of 
Central Missouri and edit Pleiades: A Journal of 
New Writing (¢& Reviews). From January to July 
2013, Pll be a Distinguished Fulbright Scholar at 
Queens University, Belfast; my wife, Jeanne 
Ouellette, and daughter, Harper Elyse, will be 
there with me for all six months.” 


2000s 


2000 | 


The world premiere of Slowgirl, a new play by 
Greg Pierce, was the inaugural production of 
the Claire Tow Theater, a new space atop Lincoln 
Center that opened this summer to showcase 
emerging talent. The play’s original one-month 
run was extended twice, and the New York 
Observer deemed it “superb.” Greg was the focus 
of a profile in the New York Times in May that 
discussed his simultaneous work on Slowgirl and 
on The Landing, his Off-Broadway collaboration 
with John Kander ’51. @ | Pianist Spencer 
Myer made his London recital debut at 
Wigmore Hall last May as a result of winning the 
Gold Medal at the 2008 New Orleans 
International Piano Competition. This was 
followed by his fifth return tour to South Africa 
since winning first prize in the 2004 UNISA 
International Piano Competition in Pretoria, 


which included performances of Mozart’s D 
Minor Concerto (K 466) with the Cape Town 
Philharmonic and Chopin’s Piano Concerto No, 
2 with the Johannesburg Philharmonic. 


Christa Joy Henderson ‘03 


Rosalie Judd ‘03 


Sarah “Uppie” Updegraff ‘04 


2002 


Megan Karsh is living in Cambodia and 
working as a lawyer on behalf of victims at the 
Khmer Rouge Tribunal and as a law professor 
at the national law school, for which she helps 
administer the Cambodian Legal Education 
for Women Program. The program provides 
scholarships and housing to young women 
from rural areas so that they may receive a 
college degree. She recently won a Helton 
Fellowship from the American Society of 
International Law and also coached the 
Cambodian national team in the Brown- 
Mosten International Client Consultation 
Competition in Dublin, Ireland. m | Liane 
Lau resigned from her position at McGraw- 
Hill and relocated to San Francisco by bike. 


She took a two-month break to go cross 
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and shared experiences with each other. 


country while fundraising for an MS group. To 
learn more visit her blog. [W]: http://with- 
outapillow.wordpress.com @ | In 2008, Dan 
Rattigan and his wife, Jael, opened the French 
Broad Chocolate Lounge in downtown 
Asheville, N.C. The Lounge features Dan and 
Jael’s handmade chocolates and desserts, with 
local draught beer and wine, and French press 
coffee and tea. In 2011, they embarked on a 
“bean-to-bar” venture, bringing in beans from 
their own cacao farm in Costa Rica for 
processing at their soon-to-be-opened 
Chocolate Factory in Asheville. For more on 
Dan and Jael’s wonderful enterprise, see /ittp:// 


frenchbroadchocolates.com 


2002 | 


Dwayne Brice was showcased on the 
Washingtonian Magazine blog “What I Wear to 
Work” feature, under the headline: “Is This 
DC’s Most Fashion-Forward Dude?” Dwayne 
is the store manager/associate buyer at the 
“chic Georgetown boutique” Hu’s Wear. The 
article includes the triple-major (neuroscience, 
African American Studies, and biology) in 

four distinct (and very distinctive) 

looks. m | Christa Joy Henderson left 


California in 2010 to return to western 


Massachusetts to be close to her mother, who 


is living with cancer. Her journey gave rise to 
the 12 songs on Ready or Not, her first 
independently produced full-length music 


album under the name ¢ ‘hrista Joy. Christa 


OBERLIN FAMILY WELCOMES OBERLIN FAMILIES 


Oberlin’s Class of 2016 includes 47 legacies—students with at least one parent who also 
attended Oberlin, many of whom are pictured here with their parents. Legacy families often 
include multiple generations that have maintained strong connections with Oberlin College 


lives in the Pioneer Valley, where she makes 
music, “teaches kindergarten by day, and 
continues her search for the perfect swimming 
hole.” [W]: http://christajoy.bandcamp. 

com @ | Rosalie Judd accepted a position as 
email program manager at PETCO in San 
Diego. She recently was employed at 
InterContinental Hotels Group as email 
product manager. “After realizing how much 
my previous job was stifling my career goals, I 
decided to embark on a new adventure in a 
new city! I don’t know anyone in San Diego, 
so I’m hoping I can meet up with some 
friendly Obies to show me around!” 


20( yA | 
Sarah “Uppie” Updegraff is a neonatal intensive 
care unit nurse in Arizona. In May, her husband, 
David Andrew ’04, finished his PhD at the 
University of Arizona, where he is now starting 
a post-doctoral fellowship. “And last but not 
least, we had a baby on May 10, 2012, named 
Aiven David Ezra Andrew.” ™ | Cortney Drake 
was awarded a Leadership Education in 
Neurodevelopmental Disabilities (LEND) 
graduate research fellowship from Ohio State 
University’s Nisonger Center for her political 
advocacy work and research in autism spectrum 
disorders. She is pursuing research on the 
inclusion of autistic self advocates in the 
dialectic of autism as a neurological difference 


versus a neurodevelopmental deficit. 


& | Rachel Hess and Char Skidmore 
announce the birth of Ari Grace Skidmore- 
Hess on April 18, 2011, at their home in 
Jamaica Plain, Mass. “She has had a wonderful 
first year and is already walking, smiling, and 
reading all the time,” says Rachel. 


2006 | 


Gretchen Harms and Scott Pritchard were 
married on August 13, 2011, in Malvern, Pa. 
Obies in attendance were Ricardo Lagomasino, 
Meghan Donnelly, Caitlin Goodman, Diana 
Chong, Rebecca Rudolph, Emily 
Guendelsberger, Sarah DeGiorgis, Charles Gill, 
and Ann Stock. m | Classical and jazz trumpet 
player Josh Rzepka has released his second jazz 
album (his third album overall), Into the Night, 
which reached the top 10 in the jazz radio 
charts. The album is dedicated to the memory 
of the late Professor of African American Music 
Wendell Logan, who founded and chaired 
Oberlin’s Jazz Studies Department. It was 
recorded in Clonick Hall, the studio in the 
conservatory’s Bertram and Judith Kohl 
Building. Andy Hunter ’01, Jackie Warren ’90, 
and bass professor Peter Dominguez are 
featured on the album. m | Jessica Pearlman 
and Avi Bialo ’07 performed Copland’s Quiet 
City for trumpet and English horn with the 
Long Beach City College wind ensemble in May. 
She is the adjunct oboe professor at Long Beach 
City College and the principal oboist of the 
Pacific Symphony in Costa Mesa. Avi teaches 
and performs in the greater Los Angeles area. 
They met at Oberlin and got to know one 
another during the Oberlin Orchestra’s tour to 
China in the winter of 2005-06. They spent two 
summers together at the Aspen Music Festival 
and both received Master of Music degrees from 
the Juilliard School in 2009. This was their first 
collaboration together. 


[W]: jessicapearlman.com; avibialo.com 


Oo To read the author's full class note 


(or post your own), log on to 
www.oberlin.edu/alumni., 
Follow links in the “keep in touch” bar 


(located in upper left-hand corner) 
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2007 | 


Sarah Politz is a member of the Theodicy Jazz 
Collective, which includes her husband, pianist 
Andy Barnett, as well as alto sax player Will 
Cleary, tenor sax player Jon Parker, and 
drummer Jake Robinson, all ’08; Oberlin dad 
David Chevan on bass; and vocalist Ann Phelps. 
The group made a 10-day tour of England in 
June, performing jazz worship music at a series 
of concerts and services, culminating in the 
premiere of the group’s “Canterbury Jazz Mass,” 
composed by Andy and Will, at Canterbury 
Cathedral. Sarah says the Oberlin connections 
abound. “Somehow we all ended up in New 
Haven, Conn., making music together over the 
past few years.” Andy finished two degrees at Yale 
this year: a Master of Divinity and a Master of 
Environmental Management, and started a job 
teaching music and environmental science at the 
Darrow School. Sarah just finished her first year 


as a PhD student in ethnomusicology at Harvard. 


The couple had planned to visit France, Cuba, 
and Benin (West Africa) following the tour in 
England. The band’s website is at 


www.theodicyjazz.com 


2008 | 


Kyla Neilan invites all Obies in the Boston area 
who are still living or working in co-ops to check 
out the Boston Collective House Assembly, a 
monthly gathering she founded in 2010 for 


ALUMNI ALLOWED ACCESS 
TO ACADEMIC ARTICLES 


Oberlin alumni now have free access to 
JSTOR, the online service that provides 
searchable, digitized copies of academic 
journals that are normally inaccessible 
to the public. The benefit is offered to 
alums via a partnership between the 
Alumni Association, the Oberlin library, 
and the Friends of the Library. 

JSTOR provides full-text searches of 
back issues of more than 1,300 
well-known academic journals that 
span the humanities, social sciences, 
and sciences. Coverage ranges from 
recent years back to original volumes 

—1665 in the case of the Philosophical 
Transactions of the Royal Society, the 
oldest scientific journal. 

JSTOR is one of the most widely 
recognized research tools and consis- 
tently has been one of the most heavily 
used resources at Oberlin. In addition to 
core scholarly journals, the archive 
includes several pamphlet collections. 

To access JSTOR, log on to OBIEWeb, 
the alumni online community, via the 
Alumni Association's website at http:// 
new.oberlin.edu/office/alumni/. More 
information, and a direct link, is 
available under the Benefits link in the 
left navigation bar. Questions about the 
free registration process should be 
directed to the Alumni Office at 
440-775-8692 or alumni@oberlin.edu. 
The library's reference staff is also 
available to help alumni; email 
reference.desk@oberlin.edu. 


members of housing co-ops to network and 
work on projects together. / W/: Assembly. 
BostonCoops.org 


2009 | 


Ardon Shorr won a graduate research fellowship 
from the National Science Foundation to study 
how organisms sense and respond to gravity. His 
TEDx talk at Carnegie Mellon University in 
March, about understanding music, drew on 
what he learned at Oberlin in neuroscience and 
music theory, he says. His talk was featured as an 
editor’s pick on the TEDx blog and has been 
watched more than 2,000 times. / W): wiww.creete. 


edu/bio/news/2012/nsf_fellowships.html 


There are just three condos remaining in the 
East College Street Project, a green, mixed-use 
development created by recent alumni and located 
next to the Apollo and across the street from Oberlin 
College's planned Green Arts District. 


The condos range from a practical 1-bedroom to 
Spacious 2-bedroom units with open floor plans. 


The first floor features shops, an art gallery, 
coffee bar, restaurants and the Oberlin Alumni 
Association. Many of our new residents are returning 
alumni or parents of grads who miss visiting Oberlin. 


If you have ever imagined living in Oberlin, please 
contact us for more information. 


2010s 


2010 


Yuanchang Zhou won third place nationally in 
the 2012 American Prize in Piano Performance 
competition, solo college/university division, 
selected from applications reviewed last spring 
from across the U.S. The American Prize is a 
series of new, nonprofit competitions designed to 


recognize performing artists and ensembles 
based on recorded performances. Yuanchang 
recently finished her Master of Piano and 
Chamber Music Performance double degree at 
the University of Michigan’s School of Music, 


Theatre & Dance. Yuanchang is continuing her 
music study with pianist Ian Hobson at the 
University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana 

while pursuing her DMA degree at the same time. 
“I miss Oberlin a lot and hope my little achieve- 
ment will make Oberlin proud. Go Obies!” 


2011 | 


Switzerland-based filmmaker Micha Hilliard has 
partnered with a number of international 


a = 


nonprofits, including Musicians Without 
Borders and Friendship in the Himalayas, to 
craft short documentaries about their humani- 
tarian efforts. He recently spent a month in 
Northern India and Nepal documenting 
migrant laborers (http://vimeo.com 34221262) 
and street children (http://vimeo.com/3 1775278). 
He also traveled to the West Bank with two 
conservatory students who gave violin lessons 
7440426), and to Rwanda as 
part of a music workshop for HIV-positive 
children (/itt imeo.com/37177533, pass- 


word: kigali’ FP 
www.susStainableca.com SUSTAINABLE 
contact@sustainableca.com COMMUNITY 
(440) 574-9342 
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Emeritus Professor of Fine Arts PAUL B 
ARNOLD ’41 died July 2, 2012, in the hospice 
unit of Kendal at Oberlin. Mr. Arnold came 
to Oberlin College intending to major in 
French literature but changed his plans after 
taking a studio art course in watercolor 
painting. Apart from sketching and painting, 
Mr. Arnold spent his time at Oberlin on the 
fencing team and as a member of and waiter 
in French House, where he met his future 
wife, Sarah “Sally” Ann Claget °41. After 
earning bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
1940 and 1941, he began teaching art at 
Oberlin in 1942, the year he and Sally 
married. He was drafted into the U.S. Army 
and became a laboratory technician for the 
Medical Corps and then did intelligence work 
with the Office of Strategic Services in China. 
Upon his discharge from the army in 1946, he 
was awarded the Bronze Star. It was then he 
began his permanent teaching at Oberlin. 
During this period he rose from instructor to 
full professor, and his 1985 retirement 
marked the longest continuous tenure of a 
faculty member at the time. Though he began 
his career as a watercolorist, Mr. Arnold 
eventually preferred printmaking, which he 
began teaching in 1950. He was also deeply 
involved in the Oberlin community, founding 
the Firelands Association for the Visual Arts 
and serving on its board of trustees for 30 
years, and serving on the city of Oberlin’s 
zoning board of appeals, planning commis- 


sion, and city council. He was a fencing coach 


for the college and a two-time project director 


for the Peace Corps Training Program. Mr. 
Arnold chaired the art department for nine 
years, was director of Oberlin’s East Asian 
Studies Center, and was involved in Oberlin 
Shansi, serving as a trustee and honorary 
trustee for decades and receiving the 
organization’s Lifetime Distinguished Service 
Award in 2002. He was a member of the 
college’s Architectural Review Committee 
since its inception in 1986, and through this 
program was commissioned to design three 
of Oberlin’s public monuments: the Martin 
Luther King Jr., Wellington Rescue, and John 
Frederick Oberlin monuments. He is survived 
by five children: Peggy Arnold, Tacie Arnold 
Hampton, Judy Arnold, Kemper Arnold, and 
Tsugiko Scullion, a daughter through the AFS 


international exchange program; eight 


DONALD SOBOL 


Donap Sosot, the creator of the million-selling Encyclopedia Brown series for 
young readers, died July 11, 2012, from gastric lymphoma. Sobol interrupted his 
Oberlin education to join the army, serving in the Pacific as a sergeant before he 
returned and graduated in 1948. He was a copyboy and reporter before publish- 
ing his first Encyclopedia Brown book after being rejected by two dozen publish- 
ers. Encyclopedia Brown and the Case of the Soccer Scheme, the 28th book in the 
series, is being published this fall. Sobol was well known for purposely not being 


well known: He declined requests for television interviews and photographs 


throughout his prolific half-century career to allow his books, which total more 


than 80 and have been translated into 12 languages, to speak for themselves. He 


did make one recent exception: “I don’t do interviews, but for the Oberlin Alumni 


Magazine, I will,’ he told our writer. Instead of allowing a photo shoot, however, 


he sent in an eight-year-old snapshot with a note attached that said, “I trust it will 


not scare away students applying for admission.” Among his honors was the 


Edgar Award from the Mystery Writers of America. Sobol was writing up until 


the month before he died. Two sons, a daughter, and his wife, Rose, survive him. 


A son preceded him in death. 


grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; and 
two brothers, James and Allen. For a more 


complete obituary, visit oberlin.edu/oam. 


1O26 


Mary Louise SPRAGUE earned a master’s 
degree in English at Columbia University. She 
married Oberlin classmate Wallace A. Sprague 
'38 and devoted herself to the raising of their 
two sons while her husband pursued his 
career as a U.S. Naval officer, first in Seattle, 
then in London. After WWII, the family 
settled in Short Hills, N.J., where they built a 
Gropius-style house in an otherwise conser- 
vative suburb. When her children left for 
college, Ms. Sprague acquired the local 
newspaper and for the next 18 years was an 
active publisher and editorial writer on 
township and state matters. She also served as 
an officer of the New Jersey Press Association 
and became an influential friend of, and 
counselor to, many local and state elected 
officials. She shared deep and broad intellec- 
tual interests and sympathies with her 


husband, brought together, as they were, by a 


lifelong love of reading—newspapers and 
books. She died at home on May 19, 2012, in 
Short Hills, N.J., preceded in death by her 
husband. She leaves two sons and three 


granddaughters. 


MARIAN W. WHITNEY developed an interest 
in music by playing the piano and singing as 
a young woman. Her love of music and 
theater, traveling, and gardening remained 
with her throughout her life. She provided 
support to her husband in his work at Ohio 
State University. She was proud of her 
involvement with the Women’s Club at Ohio 
State, including serving as president. She was 
a member of the United Church of Christ 
(First Congregational Church) in Columbus. 
Ms. Whitney died July 2, 2012, at Friendship 
Village, Dublin, Ohio, leaving four children, 
including daughters Marilyn Bos ’62 and 
Roberta ’65; nine grandchildren, including 
Margot Bos ’84; and five great-grandchildren, 


Her husband of 68 years, D. Ransom Whitney 


’36, preceded her in death. Contributions may 


be made to the Margot Bos Stambler ’84 
Professional Development Award (MBS Award) 


at the Oberlin Conservatory. 


1941 | 
Leo “BRONSKY” BRONSON was proud of play- 
ing for three years on the Oberlin tennis team, 
particularly his final year when it became the 
first undefeated team since 1916. Mr. Bronson 
played tennis well into his 80s. He served in 
the U.S. Army in WWII and rose to the rank 
of captain. He married Janet Benjamin in 
1955 and they lived in Binghamton, N.Y., for 
54 years, where he worked as a manufacturer’s 
representative and ran a summer children’s 
day camp for 42 years with his wife. He died 
March 16, 2011, survived by his wife of 56 
years, Janet; three children, including Karen 
Bronson Clark ’84; one grandchild; and five 
step-grandchildren. 


Joan WICHMAN GARRISON pursued her love 
of sports at Oberlin and was part of a 
close-knit group of physical education majors. 
A respected and successful teacher at Geneva 
College, Indiana University, Westminster 
College, Washington University, and Central 
Institute for the Deaf (CID), she enjoyed 
teacher training and coaching sports 
throughout her career. At CID, she relished 
the challenge of teaching those who couldn't 
hear and watching them key closely to visual 
clues and enjoy activities such as basketball 
and dancing. A consummate fisherwoman, 
square/tap/swing dancer, and harpist, Mrs. 
Garrison died July 23, 2012, after a sudden 
severe illness, leaving her husband, Tom 
Stinchcomb, as well as nieces, a nephew, and 
stepsons. She was preceded in death by her 
first husband, William Garrison. 


1942 | 
JANE CALDWELL SMITH worked in the 
treasury department of Proctor & Gamble 
until returning to Oberlin for three years to 
serve as assistant to the dean of women while 
her husband, Alan ’43, was overseas in WWII. 
In 1947, she worked for the Chicago Bureau 
of Filing and Indexing, a precomputer aid to 
business. The following year, she used her 
Latin and Greek to work on the Syntopicon, 
an index of great thoughts and ideas covered 
by the Great Books program and eventually 
published by Encyclopedia Britannica. The 
couple then moved to South Dakota, where 
Alan was on faculty at the University of South 
Dakota and where their first son was born. 
During the Korean War, Ms. Smith moved to 
Mclean, Va., where she was a volunteer in the 
library of Rock Spring UCC Church in 
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Arlington and a member of a number of civic 
organizations. After adopting a son and 
daughter, she became a homemaker, Cub 
Scout den mother, and Girl Scout supporter, 
and she spent time caring for her mother, 
After her children were grown, she spent three 
decades caring for horses, rescuing dogs and 
cats, hiking, and embarking upon outdoor 
adventures with mice, occasional bears, and 
other animals while enjoying numerous 
Elderhostel programs. She died in her 
Purcellville, Va., home on February 22, 2012, 
survived by her husband of more than 69 
years and a son, two grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren. A son and daughter 
preceded her in death. 


1943 | 


Lois TRUDERING DoGcettT married Clinton 
L. Doggett ’43 on graduation day and the two 
embarked on a life and career that took them 
to many countries around the world before 
they retired together in the south of France. 
Ms. Doggett was an English teacher, director 
of extra-curricular activities, and sometimes 
principal at international schools in Pakistan, 
Vietnam, Thailand, and Kenya, plus two brief 
stays in the United States. In 1973 she 
launched a new career as a United Nations 
and World Bank consultant, assisting 
government ministries of African countries in 
the preparation of their planning documents 
and in their relations with international aid 
donors. She died at her home in Grasse, 
France, on June 22, 2012. She leaves her 
husband of 69 years; six children, including 
Carolyn Smith ’65; 14 grandchildren, 
including Rebecca ’92 and Thomas ’01; and 
two great-grandchildren. 


ALICE PEARSON JORGENSEN worked brief- 

ly for Irving Trust in New York City before 
joining the U.S. Navy during WWII as a 
disbursement officer. She earned the rank of 
Lt. JG and after the war met and married naval 
aviator John B. Jorgensen. She was a reference 
librarian for 23 years at the Huntington Public 
Library in Long Island, N.Y. Following her 
retirement she moved to Coburg Village in 
Rexford, N.Y., where she was an active member 
of the senior residence as poetry editor and 
contributor to their newsletter, The Villager, 
from 2000 until her move to Maine in August 
011. She died June 6, 2012, in Damariscotta, 
Maine, after suffering a stroke, leaving a 


daughter and two sons. 


IpA Harvey WALLACE worked first in 
Washington, DC, for the Army Map Service 
during WWII and later in New York as a 
researcher for Newsweek. She was an activist 
stay-at-home mother, volunteering for many 
educational and political organizations and 
serving as president of the Port Washington 
New York PTA and head of the League of 
Women Voters. When her first marriage 
ended, she moved to Bethesda, Md., and 
reentered the workforce, first working for the 
State Universities of New York Washington 
office. Soon after, she opened the office for 
the Associated Colleges of the Midwest, 
representing, as she said, “small excellent 
liberal arts colleges,” including Oberlin. As 
the office grew to represent schools nationally, 
it became the Independent Colleges Office. 
She retired in 1988. Ms. Wallace died May 6, 
2012, in Los Angeles, leaving two daughters, 
including Ann ’71. 


1944 | 
RuTH STINE Fajans, president of the Class of 
1944, received an MS in biochemistry from 
the University of Michigan in 1946, followed 
by a research assistantship to the chairman of 
the department, a position she held until the 
birth of the first of her two sons in 1950. She 
continued her interest in medicine by editing 
the manuscripts of her husband, a professor 
of internal medicine, chief of the division of 
endocrinology and metabolism, and director 
of the Michigan Diabetes Research and 
Training Center. She was a board member and 
Golden Member of the Faculty Women’s Club, 
board member of the Visiting Nurses 
Association, and active in book groups, 
investment club, Boy Scouts, parent/teacher 
organizations, and Friends of the Museum of 
Art. She died May 3, 2012, leaving her husband, 
Stefan, two sons, and three grandchildren. 


1947 | 
Byron T. HawKINs grew up in Bellwood, IIL., 
a Chicago suburb, where he cultivated a 
serious pitch and a love of baseball that 
would last for the rest of his life. It was also 
where, at the age of 6, he met 4-year-old 
Arlene DeAno, whom he married in June 1945 
and remained devoted to throughout 56 years 
of marriage until her death in 2001. Mr. 
Hawkins enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps 
during WWII and attended the University of 


Chicago, Northwestern University, and 


LOSSES 


Oberlin College on the G.I. Bill. As a second 
lieutenant, he was sent to serve in occupied 
Japan in August 1945, surviving a plane crash 
in the Pacific just short of Iwo Jima. He 
received his law degree at the University of 
Chicago in 1950. In 1957, Mr. Hawkins 
moved his family to Rye, N.Y., where he first 
served as labor relations counsel for the Glass 
Container Manufacturers Institute in New 
York and later as director of labor relations 
for Standard Brands, Inc. (now Kraft Foods) 
during many years of expansion and growth, 
including its acquisition of both Planters and 
the Curtis Candy Company in the 1960s. 
Until the age of 82, he applied his near-pho- 
tographic memory and penchant for detail to 
gathering and compiling data for the U.S. 
Census Bureau. He assisted voters at the polls 
on election days for more than 40 years. He 
also served as treasurer of the Visiting Nurses 
Association of Rye until his death on June 30, 
2012, after a brief illness. He leaves three 
children. 


Dr. WILLIAM K. PARMENTER was a CIA 
officer who retired in 1980 as the national 
intelligence officer for sub-Saharan Africa. 
During WWII, he served in the army in 
Europe as a combat medic and was captured 
by the Germans in 1944 and held as a 
prisoner of war. In 1952 he earned a doctor- 
ate in history at Harvard University, with a 
dissertation on colonial African history. He 
later attended the National War College at 
Fort Lesley J. McNair in Washington and in 
1953 joined the CIA. In the early 1960s, he 
became a writer for and then editor of the 
president’s daily intelligence brief. He was 
deputy chief of the Middle East and Africa 
division during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War 
and played a role in the CIA’s accurate 
forecast of the Israeli victory in the conflict. 
He was later promoted to chief of the Middle 
East and Africa division and then to director 
of the Office of Current Intelligence. His 
honors included the Distinguished 
Intelligence Medal. After his CIA retirement, 
he was a volunteer docent at the National Air 
and Space Museum’s Paul E. Garber 
Preservation, Restoration, and Storage Facility 
in Suitland, Md. Dr. Parmenter died April 26, 
2012, at a care center in Portland, Ore., of 
complications from a stroke. He leaves his wife 
of 63 years, Rachel Ross Parmenter ’47; three 
children; and a grandson. 


RoLLAND “Rov” Etey served with the 4th 
Marine Division and attended Oberlin 
College before earning a degree in electrical 
engineering at Ohio Northern University in 
1951. A long, successful career followed, first 
with Sperry Gyroscope in Los Angeles and 
Phoenix, and then with Boeing Aerospace in 
Seattle, where he retired in 1987 after working 
on the SHRAM Missile project, the Inertial 
Upper Stage Support Equipment, and other 
projects. In 2004 he relocated to Alamo, Texas, 
where he led an active retirement, golfing, 
volunteering at Pharr Methodist Church, and 
assisting with behind-the-scenes stage work 
for his local community theater group. Mr. 
Eley died April 13, 2012, after a battle with 
cancer, leaving two sons, two granddaughters, 
and four siblings. 


1948 | 
Dr. Betty ANNE MENz1i earned an MA from 
Bowling Green State University and a PhD 
from the University of Michigan. She taught 
in post-graduate education degree programs 
at Bowling Green, Adrian College, and 
Eastern Michigan University. She also served 
as president of the Midwest Regional Physical 
and Health Education Association. Dr. Menzi 
died April 12, 2012, in Fort Myers, Fla., 
survived by her brother, Donald ’60, and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 


1950 | 
Dr. JAMES C.F. WANG was born in Anhui 
Province China and attended secondary school 
in India before coming to Oberlin. He worked 
for the Brookings Institute and the United 
Nations before beginning a teaching career in 
Hawaii, first at Punahou School and later at 
the University of Hawaii at Hilo. He was also a 
program coordinator at the East-West Center. 
He earned a PhD in political science from the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa. Dr. Wang 
authored several texts focusing on Chinese, 
Hawaiian, and comparative Asian politics. He 
was active in the Hawaii County Democratic 
Party, the East-West Center Association, and 
the University of Hawaii Professional Assembly. 
He also served on the Hawaii Campaign 
Spending Commission, including as chairman. 
He died December 30, 2011, leaving his wife, 
Sally; two children; and three granddaughters. 


Dr. Bevery Roscor Dorsey served in the U.S. 
Army in Europe and the Philippines as a first 
lieutenant. He earned an MD from Howard 
University College of Medicine, where he met 


and married his wife, Beverly Hosten. They 
practiced medicine in Binghamton, N.Y., his 
hometown for 37 years. He was a member of the 
New York State and Broome County Medical 
Societies, AMA, and National Medical Association. 
He is survived by his wife; two daughters, 
including Adrienne ’79; and three grandsons. 


1951 | 
JouHN Duncan Love earned master’s of science 
degrees from Case Western Reserve and Johns 
Hopkins universities and had a long civilian 
career in military operations research. He joined 
the Johns Hopkins University Operations 
Research Group, followed by the Research 
Analysis Corporation, the Combat Operations 
Research Group, and the Center for Naval 
Analyses. He performed field tests of night 
vision equipment in infantry units and analyzed 
armor tactics in a nuclear environment, 
requirements for tools in aviation support units, 
and trends in combat aircraft effectiveness. At 
the Center for Naval Analyses, he served as 
project director for the Strike and Amphibious 
Warfare Department and participated in Naval 
Gun and Surface Fire Support studies. As a 
scientific analyst to Marine Corps Development 
and Engineering Command, he performed field 
tests and analyses and also studied ammunition 
requirements and weapons effectiveness for 
infantry, antitank, artillery, and naval gunfire 
support. Mr. Love was an avid art collector 
whose varied interests included birding, art 
history, genealogy, and restoration of antique 
clocks. He died June 19, 2012, leaving his wife, 
Nina Simonsen Love; two sons, including 
Kenneth Christopher Love ’85; and four 
grandchildren. 


1953 | 
JARVIS BABCOCK was a farmer, college 
professor, public servant, conservationist, 
cruciverbalist, and avid reader whose parents, 
grandfathers, and great-grandfather preceded 
him at Oberlin. He worked the family farm in 
Rochester, Ohio, with his son, Stephen, and 
taught at several colleges, including Oberlin. 
He served for 28 years as a township trustee for 
Rochester. He also served on the board of the 
Southern Lorain County Ambulance District 
and the Lorain County Township Association. 
Mr. Babcock served a stint in the army and a 
year on the staff of the Council of Economic 
Advisors to President Lyndon Johnson. He and 
his sisters worked with the Western Reserve 
Land Conservancy to preserve the 1,000-acre 


MEMORIAL MINUTE | KEN MOORE 


enneth Raymond Moore was a multi- 

tasker of the highest magnitude. He was 

a professional musician on the clarinet 
and the bassoon, an ensemble performer in 
orchestra and chamber ensembles, a conduc- 
tor of orchestras and ensembles, and a 
teacher of all these skills. In addition, he was 
a bicyclist, a hiker, and an expert sailor, as 
well as a lifelong curmudgeon—and I mean 
that in the best sense. He was a husband, a 
father, a friend, a colleague to many of us, 
and a mentor to hundreds of musicians both 
young and old, many of whom hold esteemed 
positions in our most important national and 
international musical organizations. 

Ken was born in Harrisburg, Illinois, in 
1928. He came to Oberlin in 1955 after 
earning his undergraduate degrees in music 
and music education from the University of 
Illinois and his master’s degree from the 
Juilliard School, where he studied conducting 
with Fritz Mahler and Pierre Monteux. From 
1943 to 1946 Ken was in first the U.S. Army 
Air Corps Band, and then the U.S. Naval 
Academy Band. Prior to Oberlin he taught at 
Davidson College in North Carolina and the 
University of Wisconsin. He retired from 
Oberlin in 1987. 

In the 19th century it was normative for 
musicians to be autodidacts as well as highly 
versatile. A musician typically played multiple 
instruments, many self-taught; they also sang 
and played the piano, and they all wrote 
music. Today, professional musicians, almost 
without exception, play a single instrument 
throughout their careers. Ken started as a 
clarinetist and made an impressive career 
start on that instrument, playing in many 
professional organizations, among them the 
Cleveland Orchestra. Then in mid-career, 
while at Oberlin, he took up the bassoon, 
went on a sabbatical to study it, and played in 


Meachland Farm for agricultural use in 
perpetuity. He died May 29, 2012, leaving his 
wife of 58 years, Mary Joan; four children, 
including Michael ’84; nine grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren. 
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the New Orleans Philharmonic to gather his 
musical chops before returning to Oberlin, 
where he taught bassoon to a large and 
impressive crop of students for decades. 

He also began to conduct more seriously, 
founding the Oberlin Wind Ensemble as his 
ensemble base in 1958. This ensemble 
specialized in 20th-century music and became 
the most important resource for this genre’s 
development in the conservatory. Over the 
years this group performed hundreds of new 
works, introducing new art music to thou- 
sands of Oberlin students, faculty, and 
residents while also touring the country. This 
new music was quite thorny to deal with, 
inasmuch as there were no templates nor 
models to follow, as there had been for the 
European canon that made up the core of the 
conservatory curriculum. A conductor has to 
work closely with composers to decipher 
material so hot off the composer’s desk that 
even they struggle to make the material come 
to life in its initial hearings. While most 
conductors work to tweak the accepted 
performance practices of already known works, 
new music proponents have to step into the 
unknown and take enormous risks in a 
constant sea of trial and error. 

Ken worked closely in these endeavors with 
dozens of local composers as well as the many 
guest composers sponsored by the various 
faculty committees responsible for new music 
presentations. These guest composers included 
the most renowned living composers of the 
20th century: Olivier Messiaen, Igor Stravinsky, 
Lukas Foss, George Rochberg, Aaron Copland, 
John Cage, George Crumb, Yannis Xenakis, 
Morton Feldman, Ned Rorem, Ernest Krenek, 
Karlheinz Stockhausen, and many, many more. 
Frequently he made recordings of their music 
that remain today as models studied by other 
conductors and performers. All of these 


1956 | 
MarTHA ELIZABETH BaRGLOw was born 
with a serious heart defect thought to be fatal, 
but she lived a long and fulfilling life due to 
an experimental medical procedure at the age 


composers left Oberlin with glowing reviews 
about Ken’s assiduousness, sensitivity, and 
expertise in the handling of their music. He 
really was one of the most important and 
foundational figures in the evolvement of the 
Oberlin Conservatory as it became the center of 
new music in the United States, and this is not 
hyperbole. He was the go-to guy for new music 
ensemble performance at Oberlin for decades. 

Continuing the theme of Ken’s versatility 
and growing aesthetic range, he founded and 
conducted the Pro Arte Orchestra of Oberlin, 
made up entirely of community players. With 
the instigation of this orchestra and in order 
to increase his already extensive knowledge of 
instruments, he began to study the violin. 
Later on, he even took up the baroque 
bassoon, and thereby added a totally new and 
highly contrasting literature to his already 
prolific repertoire. 

Ken was elected by his colleagues many 
times to serve on our governing and hiring 
committees and councils, the general faculty 
planning committee, and the general faculty 
council. He also chaired the new music 
committee and other curricula agencies on 
numerous occasions. 

D.H. Lawrence wisely wrote: “Life is a 
question of what you thrill to.” Ken Moore 
lived a full and abundant life that was 
saturated with intelligent, lively, and interest- 
ing choices that thrilled him. Those of us who 
knew and cared for him were likewise the 
beneficiaries of those choices and commit- 
ments. He will be missed by all of us. 


RANDOLPH COLEMAN 
Emeritus Professor of Composition and 
Music Theory 


of 13. She was one of the first female 
graduates of the John Marshall Law School in 
Chicago. She served first in the Cook County 
States Attorney office and then as corporation 


counsel for the city of Chicago, and never lost 


LOSSES 


a case defending the city. She retired to San 
Miguel de Allende, Mexico in 2003 and the 
following year led a campaign to increase 
expatriate participation in the upcoming U.S. 
presidential election. While living in Chicago, 
she completed graduate coursework in art 
history at the University of Chicago, was a 
dedicated member of the Arts Club of 
Chicago, and eventually became a prolific 
painter when she moved to San Miguel, 
leading to a major art exhibit at San Miguel’s 
Art Institute. She died June 20, 2012, in 
Princeton, N.J., survived by two children and 
three grandchildren. 


1959 | 
Dr. Ray MacNairr earned a PhD in social 
work and sociology at the University of 
Michigan and joined the faculty of Tuskegee 
University in 1967. There, he developed a BSW 
program in 1969, which he headed until 1975. 
That year, he joined the social work faculty at 
the University of Georgia in Athens and taught 
community organizing for 28 years, including 
environmental justice and sustainable 
development. He served as a consultant on 
Community and Area Development for 18 
years. He also served as president of the 
National Association for Community 
Organizing and Social Administration for two 
years. Upon his retirement in 2003 as faculty 
member emeritus, Dr. MacNair founded and 
cochaired the Economic Justice Coalition, a 
local organization focused on living wages, 
health benefits, quality jobs, rights of workers, 
and governmental decision-making. In 2001, 
he was awarded the Athens NAACP award for 
his career of community activism. He enjoyed 
spending time with family, hiking in the woods, 
and using his silly sense of humor to bring joy 
to those around him. An avid exerciser, he ran 
the Peachtree Road Race for more than 25 
years and became a vegan in the last several 
years out of respect for animals and the 
environment. Dr. MacNair died peacefully at 
home of ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) on May 
22, 2012, leaving his wife, Nancy ’59; three 
children; and three grandchildren. His son, 
Steve, preceded him in death. 


1961 | 


Dr. E. RoBERT “Skip” IRWIN lived and 
worked for the past decade as a church 
organist and choir director in Nags Head, N.C., 
most recently as music director at Colington 
United Methodist Church. He studied organ at 
Oberlin, later earning a doctorate in organ and 
sacred music at the Eastman School of Music. 
For 24 years, he taught organ, music history, 
and theory as a professor of music at East 
Carolina University, where he established a 
program in church music and was twice 
honored as teacher of the year. After retiring in 
1988, he concentrated on church music and 
served congregations in Michigan, Virginia, 
and North Carolina. An ardent sports fan, Dr. 
Irwin played competitive tennis for decades 
and closely followed his favorite college and 
professional athletic teams. He died of heart 
failure on July 28, 2012, in Norfolk, Va., leaving 
his wife, Claudette Smith-Irwin, two sons, a 
daughter, a brother, and five grandchildren. 


1966 | 


Dr. MICHAEL FELLMAN, professor emeritus 
of history at Simon Fraser University in 
Canada and a self-described “hippie at heart” 
and “disturber of peace on all levels,” died 
June 11, 2012, after a brief illness. As a college 
student, first at Oberlin and then the 
University of Michigan, he was inspired by 
the civil rights movement and later second- 
guessed himself for not taking part in 
Mississippi's Freedom Summer. A highly 
productive historian of the 19th-century 
United States, Dr. Fellman was best known for 
Inside War: The Guerrilla Conflict in Missouri 
During the Civil War (Oxford University Press, 
1990), a book whose title offers a hint at the 
author’s delight in upending conventional 
military history. While at Simon Fraser, where 
he remained throughout his career, he 
enjoyed a Fulbright trip to Israel and 
sabbaticals at Princeton’s Davis Center and 
the Stanford Humanities Center. In the 
aftermath of 9/11, he published In the Name 
of God and Country: Reconsidering Terrorism 
in American History (Yale University Press, 
2009); two years later, he released his final 
book, the half-autobiographical Views from 
the Dark Side of American History (Louisiana 
State University Press, 2011). Dr. Fellman 
leaves his wife, Santa Aloi, two sons, a sister, 
and four grandchildren. 


1971 | 
Davip VARIAN BxaGe II graduated from 
Hiram College and earned master’s degrees 
from Oberlin College and Duke University 
before pursuing a career in medical adminis- 
tration. He was a lover of classical music, a 
trusted and respected mentor, a noted 
conversationalist, and a volunteer for the 
medical and arts communities. He died March 
21, 2012, in Florence, S.C., survived by his 
companion of 18 years, Carole Morgan Goff; a 
son; two daughters; four grandchildren; and 
one great-granddaughter. His first wife, Janet 
Kay Simcox, preceded him in death. 


1979 | 
Dr. RUSKIN KING Cooper could sing several 
songs in perfect tempo and pitch by the age 
of 4, which began his life-long love of music. 
He earned a Master of Music degree from the 
University of South Florida and was awarded 
a Fulbright Scholarship to study in Germany. 
He received a doctorate of musical arts from 
the University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro, where his paper on Robert 
Schumann’s friend Ludwig Schunke was 
awarded the Outstanding Dissertation Award 
at UNC-Greensboro in 1995. In 1985 Dr. 
Cooper settled in Winston-Salem, N.C. He was 
staff pianist at North Carolina School of the 
Arts from 1985 to 1991, assistant professor of 
piano at Salem College from 1997 to 2001, and, 
since 1997, artist associate at Davidson College. 
Dr. Cooper died July 18, 2012. His husband, 
Scott Carpenter, survives him. 


TANZANIA: AFRICAN SAFARI DURING LAND OF THE ICE BEARS: IN-DEPTH 


THE GREAT MIGRATION 


January 14-24, 2013 
Escorted by Associate Professor of Biology 
Roger Laushman 


Travel with us on this 11-day safari of 

a lifetime into the majestic grasslands 
of Tanzania, Africa’s premier safari 
destination. Spend three nights each in 
Serengeti National Park and on the rim 
of Ngorongoro Crater, both UNESCO 
World Heritage sites, in select SERENA 
safari lodges, the best accommodations 
in Tanzania! Guided game drives 

reveal one of Earth’s greatest natural 
spectacles—the annual great migration 
of vast herds of elephants, wildebeests, 
zebras, gazelles and Cape buffalos and 
magnificent lions, cheetahs and leopards. 
An expert curator illuminates human 
prehistory at Olduvai Gorge, the “cradle 
of mankind,” where the Leakey family 
famously discovered 1.8-million-year-old 
human fossils. Rivaling the grandeur 

of Tanzania’s wildlife is the panoramic 
sweep of its scenery—the snow-crowned 
summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro, the stark 
beauty of the Great Rift Valley and the 
expansive grasslands of the Serengeti. 


Brochure available. 


SAVE THE DATE! OBIEADVENTURE! FLORIDA KEYS KAYAK TRIP 
AND NATURAL WONDERS WITH PROFESSOR OF THE YEAR STE 
ISTANBUL: DECEMBER 26, 2013 — JANUARY 3, 2014 

For more information visit http://new.oberlin.edu/office/alu 
programs, please call 440-775-8692 or e-mail Deb. Stanfield 
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EXPLORATION OF ARCTIC SVALBARD 


June 14-24, 2013 


Travel under the midnight sun aboard a 


Lindblad Expeditions’ comfortable, ice- 
strengthened ship as we travel through 

a land of deep fjords, snow-capped 
mountains, and massive ice sheets to 
encounter the king of the Arctic—polar 
bears. An unhurried itinerary will 

allow us to maximize sightings and 
National Geographic photographers will 
help capture every encounter. In true 
expedition style, we will let nature dictate 
our day-to-day movements and remain 
flexible, maximizing our opportunities 
to observe Svalbard’s abundant wildlife, 
including seals, Arctic foxes, and polar 
bears. We will venture to the foot of 
stunning tidewater glaciers. Zodiac and 
kayak among beautiful icebergs and 
experience the geology, wildlife, and 
wildflowers that give color and vitality to 
the High Arctic. Truly a once-in-a-lifetime 


experience! Brochure available. 


June 2-9, 2013 

Escorted by Liliana Milkova, Ph.D.., 
Curator of Academic Programs, 
Allen Memorial Art Museum 


Explore the dynamic city of Berlin and its 
rich cultural heritage. Eight times the size 
of Paris, this comparatively young capital 
is home to some of the greatest art and 
architecture on the continent. The destruc- 
tion during WWI and division of the city 
during the Cold War left space for a unique 
juxtaposition of traditional and modern, 
perfectly exemplified by I.M. Pei’s stunning 
glass addition to the Baroque Zeughaus 
(arsenal) housing the German Historical 
Museum. Tour the famed Pergamon 
Museum with its exceptional antiquities 
collection, the Gemaldegalerie’s collection 
of paintings by the Old Masters, and the 
emotionally powerful Jewish Museum, 

as well as several others. Take a private 

tour of one of Berlin’s most outstanding 
contemporary art collections. Enjoy a day 
trip to nearby Potsdam and see Frederick 
the Great’s summer retreat, Sanssouci 
Palace, and the historic Cecilienhof Palace, 
location of the Potsdam Conference after 


W WIL. Brochure available. 


- MARCH 7-10, 2013 * CHILE PAST AND PRESENT: MODERN CITIES 
VEN VOLK: OCTOBER 18-29, 2013 * A NEW YEAR'S CELEBRATION IN 


mni/travel-tours/. If you would like to receive electronic news and brochures about our 
@oberlin.edu. Please consider traveling with fellow Obies! Oberlin parents welcome! 


“WE HAD A BARBECUE TO YOU KNOW, IT 
CELEBRATE SAFE PASSAGE VAS AN AWFUL 
THROUGH THE HIGH-RISK FLA AVO OR. IT WAS 
PIRATE AREA IN THE GULF NON PEPPERMINT 
OF ADEN. | GOT A SURPRISE CAROB CHIP. YOR 
BAPTISM WITH A BUCKET OF ms AMIL ACHE 
SEA WATER. NOW IT’S ~. hoe 
OFFICAL: PM A SAILOR.” LARUB: 


—Jerry Greenfield ’73, in response to the question, “What 
; - : is the craziest ice-cream flavor you’ve ever developed?” in 
—Travel blog of Allison Swaim ‘11, traveling around the world for a year on cargo peed 
: ; E : a Q&A with the Oberlin Review in September 
and container ships and documenting the experience as part of a research 
project funded by the Watson Foundation 


“You really settled on the name ‘obiechunks?’” 


—Posting of Zoe Klar °12 on the Facebook page of obiechunks, Oberlin’s new student-run, late-night cookie delivery service 


The: first thing you notice about the young 
ce aes nara Bhatia’s ‘10 music is 


ET TH : , though it never sounds like 
THAT LEVEL OF SUCCESS Be tsblictied woh A plus established 
tradition B. 

tende) -ies—propositions, not Fae ecard he's 
In a hurry.” 


James Burrows 


—Ben Ratliff, in the New York Times 


1. Donald Sobol passed recently, and that really roan 
how important his books were to my little self ... What | loved about Bo\ 


‘al. Sobol did more to flip gender scripts in my 
head than almost anybody in my early years 


Author Junot Diaz, New York Times Book Review 
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ORCHESTRA ILLUMINATES 


The Oberlin Orchestra 
performed during the kickoff 
weekend of Oberlin Illuminate 
at Finney Chapel, featuring 
Director of Orchestras ; 
pnael Jiménez. For more 
information, see page § 
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